Violence  Prevention  Summit 

Communities  of  Color  Come  Together 
To  Address  Problem  of  Youth  Violence 

The  Mission  District  Community  Peace  Initiative  announces 
plans  for  a June  1st  Bay  Area  Peace  Walkathon  to  raise  funds 
for  violence  prevention  programs 


St.  Peter's 
Evicts  Its 
Housing 
Committee 

by  Kurt  Bier 

ST.  PETER  S HOUSING  Com- 
mittee (SPHC)  is  being  evicted 
from  its  office  on  24lh  Street  adja- 
cent to  St.  Peter’s  Parish,  its  home 
for  the  last  II  years.  As  it  looks 
now,  by  the  end  of  March  SPHC 
will  have  settled  into  its  new  loca- 
tion in  the  Centro  Del  Pueblo  at 
16th  and  Valencia  Streets,  ending 
its  association  with  the  parish  that 
helped  start  it. 

The  move  comes  at  a particu- 
larly difficult  lime  for  St.  Peter’s, 
which  is  launching  a number  of 
new  projects,  and  whose  already 
tight  finances  may  now  need  to  be 
further  restructured. 

SPHC  Program  Director  Gloria 
Lopez  said  she  was  caught  off 
guard  by  the  eviction,  which  was 
first  brought  to  her  attention  in  late 
January  when  Father  John  Isaacs 
brought  prospective  tenants  in  to 
have  a look  at  the  property.  He  in- 
formed Ms.  Lopez  of  the  impending 
Continued  on  Page  4 


by  Victor  Miller 

Gang-related  violence  has 

plagued  the  Mission  and  other  com- 
munities for  the  past  several  years  and 
has  also  given  rise  to  a number  of  neigh- 
borhood anti-violence  organizing  drives. 
On  February  23rd,  over  300  people  com- 
mitted to  ending  gang  warfare  came  to- 
gether at  San  Francisco’s  First  Unitarian 
Church  for  the  Communities  of  Color 
Violence  Prevention  Summit. 

Representatives  from  youth  groups, 
city  government,  and  neighborhood  orga- 
nizations throughout  the  city  met  to  begin 
mapping  out  a joint  strategy  for  peace 
that  will  be  presented  to  Mayor  Willie 
Brown.  Among  the  issues  discussed  was 
the  ready  availability  of  liquor  and  guns 
for  young  people.  This  issue  is  of  special 
concern  to  the  Mission  District,  where  48 
youths  have  been  killed  in  gang-related 
violence  in  the  last  four  years  — most  by 
firearms  — and  where  the  per  capita 
number  of  off-sale  liquor  outlets  is  the 
highest  in  the  state. 


Despite  a scheduling  crunch  that  kept 
the  mayor  from  delivering  a keynote  ad- 
dress and  despite  an  off-key  law  and  or- 
der speech  by  District  Attorney  Terence 
Hallinan  that  drew  more  than  a few  boos, 
the  summit  went  smoothly  and  allowed 
organizers  to  get  the  ball  rolling  for  the 
First  Annual  Bay  Area  Peace  Walkathon 
planned  for  June  1. 

Mitch  Salazar,  co-facilitator  of  the 
Mission  District  Community  Peace  Initia- 
tive (CPI)  told  the  Summit  audience: 
“What’s  important  is  that  we’ve  come  to- 
gether, that  we’re  in  this  sanctuary  and 
we’re  not  burying  somebody.  Violence  is 
curable.” 

CPI  is  a broad-based  coalition  of  city 
officials  including  the  superintendent  of 
Education,  the  heads  of  the  departments 
of  Health  and  Social  Services,  and  the 
captain  of  the  Mission  Police  Station; 
community  activists;  representatives  of 
community-based  organizations  such  as 
the  Mission  Hiring  Hall  and  Arriba  Jun- 
tos; business  groups  such  as  the  Commit- 
tee on  Jobs;  young  adults;  and  parents. 


This  big-tent  approach  aims  to  deal  with 
the  multiple  causes  of  youth  violence  in  a 
comprehensive  way. 

Gang  mayhem  in  the  Mission,  while 
having  a devastating  and  deadly  effect  on 
youth,  is  also  wreaking  havoc  in  other  ar- 
eas. In  February,  the  last  of  the  Mission’s 
first-run  movie  houses,  the  Tower  at  21st 
and  Mission,  finally  closed  up  shop.  Ac- 
cording to  proprietor  Larry  Martin,  fear 
for  personal  safety  kept  the  Tower  empty 
most  nights.  “After  dark,  forget  it. 
Nobody's  going  out  on  Mission  Street,’’ 
he  said.  On  the  same  block,  the  Cola  Ca- 
bana Restaurant,  a long  term  dream 
project  of  local  dentist  Robert  Ceniceros. 
shut  its  doors  for  the  same  reason. 

Mission  District  crime  figures  have 
gone  down  in  some  categories  and  up  in 
others.  The  latest  figures  available  - com- 
paring the  1 1 month  period  of  January 
through  November  1994  to  the  same  pe- 
riod in  1995  - show  a drop  in  homicides 
from  16  in  1994  to  13  in  1995:  a drop  in 
rapes  from  32  in  1994  to  29  in  1995  and  a 
decline  in  burglaries  from  789  to  778.  On 
the  rise  were  robberies  with  the  number 
of  incidents  up  from  693  to  793;  aggra- 
vated assaults  increased  from  544  inci- 
dents to  591.  While  auto  theft  showed  the 

Continued  on  Page  4 
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Did  You  Know? 


teel  is  America’s  most  recycled  material!  More 
steel  is  recycled  annually  than  glass,  paper, 
plastic,  aluminum  and  other  metals  combined! 

What  we  commonly  call  tin  cans  are  actually  steel 
cans  coated  with  a thin  layer  of  tin. 

San  Francisco  residents  recycled  more  than  2 million 
pounds  of  steel  cans  last  year. 

Residents  are  currently  recycling  only  1 out  of 
every  5 cans. 

Rinsed  steel  cans  are  easy  to  recycle. 

They  don’t  need  to  be  flattened  and 
you  don’t  have  to  remove  labels. 


Recycle  your 
steel  cans! 

Use  your  curbside 
blue  bin  or  your  blue 
apartment  recycling  bin. 
For  more  recycling 
information,  call  the 
San  Francisco 
Recycling  Program 
Hotline  at  554-6193. 


PS4C& 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  C alifomia  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  get  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES  / BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 
Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration. 

Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  S 1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 


Interest  Rate  5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an 
84-month  term,  monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Dank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


San  Francisco/  Bay  Area: 


41 5/39 1 -89 1 2 • 415/421-5215 
415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


RANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937 


Member  FDIC 


f's'V  We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices. 
S current  rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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Lost  in  the  Permit  Twilight  Zone 

Long  and  Bitter  Beer  and  Wine  Dispute  May  Kill  New  Business 


cohol  can  lead  to  arguments  even 
when  nobody’s  drinking. 

The  Mission’s  newest  Spanish  res- 
taurant, La  Movida,  has  been  serving 
paella  and  tapas  since  opening  in  Oc- 
tober. But  unlike  such  hotspots  as  Esper- 
pento  or  Picaro,  La  Movida  does  not 
serve  sangria,  wine  or  beer.  Diners  ex- 
pecting to  share  a carafe  of  sangria  with 
their  garlic  shrimp  will  have  to  make  do 
with  a cup  or  two  of  watermelon  punch 
from  the  glass  jug  that  sits  on  the  bar.  La 
Movida’s  owner,  Marieta  Nunez,  is  not 
happy  about  this.  "We  can  last  for  maybe 
two  more  months  without  serving  liquor," 
says  Nunez. 

Nunez  applied  to  the  Department  of 
Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  for  a permit 
to  sell  alcohol  last  J uly.  But  Susanne  Bom- 
bosch, the  pastor  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Lutheran  Church,  opposed  Nunez’s  ap- 
plication, fearing  an  increase  in  alcohol- 
related  crime  in  the  neighborhood. 
Bombosch,  the  Dolores  Plaza 
Homeowner’s  Association,  and  Mission 
resident  James  Harris  were  among  the 
contestants  who  filed  objections  to 
Nunez’s  license  with  the  ABC. 

Nunez  is  applying  for  what  is  known  as 
a conditional  license,  which  would  allow 
her  to  sell  only  beer  and  wine,  not  hard 
alcohol  such  as  gin  or  vodka.  Unlike  a 
liquor  store,  La  Movida  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  sell  alcohol  "off-site,"  i.e.,  for 
customers  to  take  with  them.  And  though 
the  restaurant  features  a spacious  bar,  La 
Movida  would  be  limited  to  selling  wine 
and  beer  to  dining  patrons  only. 

"We’re  responsible  people,"  says 
Nunez.  "But  we’re  being  put  in  the  same 
category  as  a liquor  store  who  sells  to 
kids." 

After  Bombosch  filed  her  objection, 
the  dispute  between  the  pastor  and  the 
restaurant  owner  turned  into  a battle  with 
increasingly  serious  allegations  coming 
from  both  sides.  "It’s  like  a soap  opera," 


says  Nunez.  "But  in  a soap  opera  there’s 
only  broken  hearts.  Here,  it’s  people’s 
livelihoods,  and  that’s  not  acceptable." 

Nunez  claims  she  sent  a letter  to  each 
contestant  inviting  them  to  visit  the  res- 
taurant and  sample  the  food.  "The 
Dolores  Plaza  people  came  down  and 
voiced  their  concerns,"  says  Nunez,  "and 
they  left  satisfied.  Now  they’re  eating  din- 
ner here."  But  Nunez  claims  Bombosch 
refuses  to  meet  with  her.  "Whenever  I call, 
she  just  hangs  up.  I’ve  never  even  met  her 
face  to  face,"  says  Nunez.  "I  wouldn’t 
recognize  her  on  the  street." 

Nunez  says  she  both  wrote  to  and 
phoned  Bombosch  asking  why  the  pastor 
continued  to  voice  opposition  to  the 
license.  "If  it’s  a church  matter,  I don’t 
understand,"  says  Nunez.  "Wine  is  served 
in  communion.  I said  to  her,  ’I’ve  seen 
weddings  in  your  church.  Don’t  the  guests 
want  to  go  to  dinner  afterward  and  have 
some  wine  or  champagne?’" 

Nunez  says  Bombosch  not  only 
misinterpreted  the  question  as  an  attack 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
but  began  accusing  her  of  selling  drugs  to 
poor  people.  "I  think  she  has  a huge  prob- 
lem of  some  sort,"  says  Nunez. 

According  to  Nunez,  in  January  Bom- 
bosch told  Timothy  Simpson,  the  ABC 

investigator  assigned  to  the  case,  of 
her  intention  to  send  to  the  department  a 
letter  withdrawing  her  objection.  "I  called 
her  a couple  of  times  because  the  letter 
never  arrived,"  says  Nunez.  "She  would 
just  say,  ’I  sent  it;  leave  me  alone.’  Then 
she  called  Simpson  in  February,  over  a 
month  later,  to  say  she  had  changed  her 
mind" 

Nunez  then  had  a lawyer  send  Bom- 
bosch a letter  stating  that  Nunez  was 
prepared  to  take  legal  action  against 
Bombosch  should  La  Movida  go  out  of 
business.  "That  scared  them,"  says  Nunez. 
"After  that,  she  called  the  ABC  to  say  that 
we  were  threatening  to  blow  up  the 
church!"  Nunez  said  the  ABC  asked  her 


to  sign  an  affidavit  swearing  that  she  had 
not  threatened  Bombosch  in  any  way. 

"She’s  playing  with  people’s 
livelihoods,"  Nunez  fumes.  The  whole 
situation  is  ridiculous." 

Sitting  in  a small  office  at  the  back  of 
jthe  green  church  that  has  stood  at  the 
corner  of  16th  and  Mission  for  over  100 
years,  Bombosch  says  she  objected  to  La 
Movida’s  application  because  she  read  of 
a study  by  the  San  Diego  Police  Depart- 
ment that  found  that  any  liquor  license 
increases  police  calls  by  23%.  "I  believe  in 
the  Mission;  I believe  in  families,"  says 
Bombosch.  She  points  out  that  she  has 
found  human  vomit,  urine,  and  feces  in 
the  parking  lot  of  her  church.  She  also 
points  to  the  Mission’s  high  crime  rate  and 
its  high  concentration  of  bars  and  liquor 
stores. 

"This  is  a neighborhood.  This  is  how 
you  do  it,"  says  Bombosch.  "I  have  a right 
to  voice  concern.  They  have  a right  to 
apply.  The  ABC  reaches  a decision  on 
what’s  right  for  the  neighborhood." 

Bombosch  claims  that  she,  Harris,  and 
another  individual  believed  that  La 
Movida  would  be  serving  mixed  drinks 
and  functioning  more  as  a bar  than  as  a 
restaurant.  According  to  Bombosch,  after 
she  filed  her  objection  she  began  to 
receive  anonymous  phone  calls  at  the 
church  and  at  home.  "Someone 
threatened  to  fire-bomb  our  church," 
Bombosch  says,  shaking  and  in  tears. 

"I’ve  asked  the  ABC  to  move  the  hear- 
ing ahead  to  get  this  over  with,  but  there 


isn’t  even  a hearing  scheduled,"  says  Bom- 
bosch, adding  that  in  January  she  felt  so 
. severely  harassed  that  she  sent  a fax  to  the 
ABC  withdrawing  her  objection.  But  she 
says  that  when  she  discovered  that  the  fax 
did  not  reach  its  destination,  she  did  not 
re-send  it. 

"The  only  reason  I haven’t  withdrawn 
is  because  I don’t  want  to  let  down  the 
other  contestants,"  says  Bombosch.  Har- 
ris, known  to  be  one  of  the  contestants, 
could  not  be  reached  by  press  time. 

"I  find  out  now  that  all  they  ever  ap- 
plied for  was  a restricted  license,"  says 
Bombosch.  "If  I’d  known  that  she  wanted 
only  wine  and  beer  with  the  meals,  I would 
have  supported  her." 

According  to  Geraldine  Evans, 
Simpson’s  supervisor  at  ABC,  it’s  "very 
common"  for  residents  to  oppose  liquor 
licenses  for  restaurants.  "Protested  ap- 
plications take  longer  than  any  other  in- 
vestigation," Evans  says,  adding  that  La 
Movida’s  case  is  "not  unusual,  nor  has  it 
taken  any  longer  than  any  other  case." 

However,  Rasoi,  an  Indian  restaurant 
several  blocks  away  from  La  Movida,  ap- 
plied for  its  liquor  license  in  August,  just 
a month  after  La  Movida  did.  Though 
they  also  received  some  opposition  from 
the  community,  they  received  their  license 
February  13.  Neither  Evans  nor  Simpson 
would  discuss  the  details  of  La  Movida’s 
application,  though  Simpson  did  confirm 
that  no  hearing  date  has  yet  been  set. 

Rafer  Guzman 
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Anti-Violence  Summit 


Youth  announced  peace  march  at  the  summit.  Photo  by  Jonathan  Hoare 


biggest  drop,  from  1215  to  987,  auto 
boosting  showed  the  biggest  increase 
from  1 199  to  1519  reported  occurrences. 
Overall  major  crimes  in  the  Mission  are 
down  by  3.18%  but  because  of  the  high 
amount  of  media  coverage  youth  crime- 
has  received,  the  Mission  is  perceived  as 
much  less  safe  than  it  really  is,  and  teens 
of  color  are  often  seen  stereotypically  as 
gangbangers. 

Salazar  has  pointed  out  on  many  oc- 
casions that  in  the  best  estimates  of  law 
enforcement  and  social  service  agencies, 
only  500  of  the  Mission's  14,000  young 
people  are  involved  in  gangs  and  of  these 
only  a hard  core  of  100  is  unreachable. 
Given  these  numbers,  in  light  of  the  con- 
siderable clout  and  expertise  of  the  CPI 
coalition,  Salazar  said  he  saw  the  disease 
of  youth  violence  as  “curable.” 

According  to  CPI  Executive  Director 
Anthony  Ceja,  the  idea  for  the  June  1 
Peace  Walkathon  came  from  young 
people  involved  in  CPI,  who  have  been 
pushing  him  to  try  a large-scale  demon- 
stration of  the  commitment  of  most  Bay 
Area  youth  to  peace. 

The  Walkathon  will  be  modeled  after 
similar  Bike-a-lhons  and  Dance-a-thons 
that  have  successfully  raised  funds  for 
causes  such  as  AIDS  prevention.  School 
groups  will  recruit  sponsorship  for  walk- 
ers and  keep  70%  of  the  money  raised. 
The  remaining  money  will  go  toward 
anti-violence  programs  and  Walkathon 
expenses. 


formed  Ms.  Lopez  of  the  impending  evic- 
tion, explaining  that  the  church  needed  to 
rent  the  space  for  market  rate,  not  the 
$150  SPHC  paid  each  month. 

“We  were  all  very  shocked,  given 
that  the  organization  is  tied  to  the 
church,"  she  said.  "One  would  think  that 
the  church  would  be  more  supportive, 
given  its  mission  to  help  the  poor." 

On  January  24,  SPHC  received  an  of- 
ficial Notice  of  Termination  of  Tenancy 
from  a real  estate  agent  representing  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of  San 
Francisco,  the  lessor  of  the  space.  The 
Notice  gave  SPHC  30  days  to  vacate  the 
premises.  An  attached  letter  from  Rev. 
Isaacs  explained,  “It  is  easier  for  me  to 
have  one  group...  with  a membership  who 
lake  ownership  of  the  property  -by  having 
members  fix  it  up  and  keep  it  in  condi- 
tion- lease  the  space." 

Ms.  Lopez  wrote  back  asking  that  the 
30-day  period  be  extended  to  four  months 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  af- 
fordable and  immediately  available  office 
space  in  the  city.  She  further  argued, 
"Given  the  fact  that  the  services  we  pro- 
vide are  extremely  critical  in  preventing 
homelessness,  we  just  cannot  close  down 
our  doors  and  stop  these  crucial  services.” 

Father  Isaacs  reviewed  the  situation 
and  offered  to  extend  the  deadline  to 
March  31  with  the  understanding  that 
SPHC  would  be  responsible  for  the  cost 
of  any  legal  action  brought  against  it  if 
the  organization  stayed  beyond  that  date. 
“While  we  regret  that  your  association 
with  the  parish  must  come  to  an  end,  the 
time  has  come  for  the  pressing  needs  of 
the  parish  be  met,”  the  letter  concluded. 

Rafaela  Canelo,  a member  of  SPHC’s 
board  of  directors  and  of  St.  Peter's  Par- 
ish congregation,  both  understands  and  is 
confused  by  Father  Isaac’s  actions,  ‘The 
church  all  the  time  needs  money,  but  why 
do  they  do  this  now?"  he  said. 

Ms.  Lopez  is  also  perplexed  by  the 
termination  of  the  Parish’s  relationship 
with  SPHC.  The  church  played  an  instru- 
mental role  in  the  founding  of  SPHC  1 1 
years  ago,  providing  the  space  it  currently 
occupies  and  asking  only  for  a $70  dona- 
tion each  month  in  return.  At  the  end  of 
each  mass,  parishioners  were  informed  of 
the  services  St.  Peter's  Housing  provided; 
the  two  organization  shared  intimate 
knowledge  of  each  other's  activities. 

But  a year  and  a half  ago  these  ex- 
changes ended.  At  the  same  time,  SPHC 
began  taking  more  and  more  landlords  to 
court  for  violating  tenants  rights  — land- 


Continued  From  Pace  One 

Alcohol  accessibility 

At  the  summit,  researcher  Darwin  Farrar 
spoke  on  the  relationship  of  youth-com- 
mitted crimes  and  alcohol  consumption. 
He  called  alcohol  “the  number  one  drug 
of  choice  for  young  people,"  adding  that 
“six  times  as  many  youth  are  arrested 
with  alcohol  in  their  blood  than  with 
crack  cocaine." 

In  the  Mission,  where  for  every  96 
people  there  is  one  off-sale  permit,  alco- 
hol control  issues  are  an  extremely  hot 
topic.  Even  an  innocuous  application  by  a 
restaurant  to  serve  beer  and  wine  with 
meals  can  set  off  the  nastiest  of  Fights 
(see  story  on  page  three). 

In  the  weeks  before  the  summit,  a fu- 
ror was  in  the  wind  when  the  Southland 
Corporation  tried  to  flex  its  chain-store 
muscle  and  put  a 7-11  at  24th  and  Mis- 
sion. Recent  changes  in  state  liquor  regu- 
lations. which  prevent  a high  concentra- 
tion of  licenses  in  one  area  and  bar  the 
transfer  of  licenses  into  areas  with  high 
crime  rates,  would  probably  have  stopped 
the  7-11  if  Southland  had  not  withdrawn 
its  application  first. 

But  perhaps  the  strongest  obstacle  to 
new  off-sale  establishments  in  the  Mis- 
sion is  the  temporary  moratorium  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1993. 
Southland's  expansion  move  may  have 
provided  the  wakeup  call  necessary  to  get 
the  moratorium  made  permanent.  Super- 
visors Susan  Leal  and  Kevin  Shelley  will 


wno  were  also,  coincidentally, 
members  of  St.  Peter's  Parish.  According 
to  Ms.  Lopez,  some  members  of  the  board 
of  directors  told  her  that  a number  of 
these  landlords  complained  to  the  rever- 
end, accusing  SPHC  of  attacking  land- 
lords and  threatening  to  remove  their  chil- 
dren from  St.  Peter’s  School. 

When  Ms.  Lopez  became  Program 
Director  in  August,  she  was  aware  of  the 
church’s  wish  to  raise  the  rent  SPHC  paid 
to  a level  equal  that  of  the  market.  She 
tried  to  contact  Rev.  Isaacs  to  discuss  the 
issue  with  him,  but  was  informed  that  he 
was  on  sick  leave  until  December.  Ac- 
cording to  Ms.  Lopez,  she  called  the  par- 
ish two  or  three  times  in  December  and 
early  January  to  negotiate  a new  lease  at 
the  higher  price,  but  received  no  reply, 
and  did  not  talk  to  Rev.  Isaacs  again  until 
he  walked  into  SPHC's  office  with  the 
prospective  tenants. 

“Illness  can  explain  some  of  it,"  ob- 
served Ms.  Lopez.  "He  [Rev.  Isaacs] 
doesn’t  want  any  complications.  He 
doesn't  want  to  deal  with  the  complaints 
of  parishioners  who  are  property  owners, 
but  the  church’s  role  is  to  help  the  disad- 
vantaged. The  poor  need  services,  too.  If 
they  saw  us  as  a desirable  part  of  the 
church’s  services,  they  would  be  more 
understanding  and  supportive  of  our  posi- 
tion.” 

Currently  represented  by  a lawyer 
from  the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic 
(THC),  SPHC  hopes  to  forestall  eviction 
until  the  end  of  April.  Their  new  office 
space  at  Centro  Del  Pueblo  is  still  under 
construction  and  is  scheduled  to  be  ready 
by  March  31,  but  SPHC  wants  some 
breathing  room  in  case  of  delays.  One  of 
the  more  painful  effects  of  the  eviction 
will  be  the  dramatic  increase  in  monthly 
rent,  from  $150  to  $558,  a cut-rate  price 
that  will  increase  yearly. 

All  of  this  hubbub  makes  launching 
the  SPHC’s  new  services  even  more  diffi- 
cult. It  plans  to  provide  eviction  defense 
for  tenants,  an  acute  need  due  to  the  dis- 
integration of  the  THC’s  same  depart- 
ment, as  well  as  start  a tenant  outreach 
program  in  conjunction  with  the  Bureau 
of  Building  Inspection.  They’ve  also 
taken  on  the  burden  of  informing  the 
community  about  the  hazards  of  lead  and 
assisting  in  its  abatement. 

For  Ms.  Lopez,  the  most  frustrating 
part  of  this  affair  has  been  the  lack  of 
communication.  "If  he  [Rev.  Isaacs”  had 
just  told  us,"  she  said,  “we  would  have 
found  a way  to  pay.  It’s  too  bad." 


be  introducing  legislation  to  that  effect 
this  month.  If  it  passes,  all  new  liquor 
outlets  will  be  banned  with  the  exception 
of  restaurants,  which  will  be  subject  to  a 
number  of  restrictions.  According  to  in- 
siders, this  would  come  just  in  time  for 
Southland’s  second  attempt. 

Guns  kill  kids 

The  most  dramatic  set  of  statistics  pre- 
sented at  the  summit  were  cited  by  Dr. 
Geno  Tellez,  a trauma  surgeon  at  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital.  Tellez  said 
that  in  the  U.S.  between  1992  and  1994, 
48%  of  deaths  of  people  under  the  age  of 
24  were  due  to  gunshot  wounds.  “One 
thousand  handguns  are  being  produced 
every  day,”  Tellez  said.  "This  is  the  can- 
cer. Let’s  get  rid  of  it ; let’s  prevent  it.” 

Tellez  related  a story  of  a particularly 
intense  three  hour  period  at  S.F.  General 
a few  days  before  the  Summit.  A 22-year- 
old  came  into  the  hospital  with  a gunshot 
wound  and  died,  followed  shortly  by  a 
16-year-old  who  was  shot  in  the  stomach 
but  lived. 

Further  handgun  control  may  be  more 
difficult  than  controlling  alcohol  estab- 
lishments. The  number  of  legal  sellers  of 
firearms  in  San  Francisco  has  declined 
rapidly  in  last  few  years.  According  to 
Officer  Barbara  Campagnoli  of  the  SFPD 
permit  section,  which  oversees  local  gun 
sellers,  at  one  point  about  six  years  ago 
there  were  over  200  individuals  selling 
guns,  some  from  out  of  their  homes,  with 
Federal  Firearms  Licenses  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. Now  there  are  less  than  three 
dozen. 

In  the  Mission,  there  are  eight  such 
licenses.  Three  of  these  belong  to  pawn 
shops  that  have  discontinued  sales  of 
guns;  one  is  Highbridge  Arms  Inc.,  lo- 
cated on  Mission  near  Cesar  Chavez.  The 
remaining  four  are  in  residential  and 
mixed  residential/commercial  locations, 
and  will  therefore  not  be  renewed  due  to 
an  agreement  between  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Alcohol  Tobacco  and  Firearms  and  the 
SFPD. 

The  Federal  Firearms  License,  a local 
police  permit,  a state  certification,  and  a 
secondhand  dealer’s  license  are  now  all 
necessary  to  sell  firearms  legally  in  San 
Francisco.  Before  long,  only  very  few  le- 


gitimate gun  dealers  such  as  Highbridge 
will  be  selling  guns  legally.  Of  course, 
the  black  market  continues  to  exist  as  the 
chief  source  of  guns  for  violent  crime.  It 
is  much  harder  to  control  than  dealers 
who,  at  the  very  least,  go  through  the  for- 
mality of  filling  out  forms  with  regulatory 
agencies. 

Hallinan's  hard  line 

The  three  organizers  of  the  summit, 
Sharen  Hewitt  of  the  Coalition  for  an  Af- 
rican American  Community  Agenda, 
Salazar,  and  Tellez,  have  all  received  fel- 
lowships from  the  California  Wellness 
Foundation,  which  is  funding  a $40  mil- 
lion five-year  effort  to  reduce  youth  vio- 
lence. The  Foundation’s  three-part  policy 
goal  includes  regulating  firearms,  reduc- 
ing the  role  of  alcohol  as  a factor  in 
youth-related  violence,  and  finding  alter- 
natives to  incarceration. 

It  was  therefore  peculiar  to  hear 
prominent,  progressive  District  Attorney 
Terence  Hallinan  deliver  a law  and  order 
address  during  which  he  talked  about 
sending  14-year-olds  to  prison  for  life  and 
cited  the  old  saw,  "Use  a gun  go  to  jail." 
Many  of  the  young  people  in  the  audience 
booed  Hallinan,  who  disappointed  the  au- 
dience by  having  no  innovative  ideas  on 
youth  violence.  When  Aisha  Beliso,  a 
young  woman  from  the  Mission,  con- 
fronted Hallinan  about  his  remark,  he  re- 
sponded by  saying;  "My  job  is  enforcing 
the  laws,  and  although  I don’t  look  for- 
ward to  putting  14-year-olds  in  prison  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives,  I will.” 

A compelling  reason  as  to  why 
Hallinan  and  other  Californian  D.A.'s 
should  not  rest  easy  with  one-note  big 
stick  policies  came  from  a man  not  sched- 
uled to  speak  at  the  conference,  Samoan- 
American  community  activist  Sululagi 
Palega.  Palega's  son  was  recently  killed 
while  visiting  Modesto  for  a church  bas- 
ketball tournament,  a mistaken  victim  of 
a driveby  shooter  who  later  asked  police 
if  he  shot  the  right  Samban.  “It  only  takes 
one  kid  with  uncaring  parents  to  put  a 
hole  in  all  of  our  dreams,’’  Palega  told  the 
audience.  “The  kid  you  think  is  not  worth 
your  time  may  be  the  one  who  brings 
some  drama  to  your  life.” 
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New  Mission  News 
Editorials 


The  Mission 
M.O. 

Last  month,  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
unanimously  approved  the  Mission  Hous- 
ing and  Development  Corporation’s 
plans  to  build  a 30-unit  apartment  build- 
ing at  21st  and  South  Van  Ness.  The 
development  would  provide  homes  for 
low-income  families,  with  10  units 
reserved  for  people  with  AIDS. 

This  will  not  be  the  last  round  of  a 
battle  that  has  few  neighborhood  prece- 
dents for  vileness  and  ill  wilL  A small  but 
stubborn  group  of  property  owners  who 
maintain  that  the  size  and  shape  of  the 
building  somehow  violates  their  rights 
and  adversely  affects  the  historical  value 
of  their  Victorian  holdings,  seems  deter- 
mined to  take  the  matter  to  court.  In  the 
nearly  year  and  a half  that  this  battle  has 
raged,  accusations  of  racism,  anti-semitic 
and  homophobic  slurs,  and  threats  to 
burn  down  anything  that’s  built  have  all 
lowered  the  quality  of  life  for  the  rest  of 
us  who  live  in  the  Mission. 

That  such  a tremendous  amount  of 
time  and  energy  should  be  devoted  to  a 
process  of  demonization  and  division  that 
may  ultimately  have  neither  winners  nor 
losers  is  the  height  of  stupidity.  This  is  the 
exactly  the  type  of  thing  that  keeps  com- 
munities down.  Most  people  can  see  this, 
but  few  are  willing  to  take  on  the  thankless 
task  of  trying  to  do  something  about  it. 

Supervisor  Susan  Leal,  although  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  proposed  apart- 
ments from  early  on,  was  willing  to  use  her 
office  to  set  up  a professional  mediation 
session  between  the  warring  parties.  It 
was  not  an  uncontroversial  decision,  and 
she  made  it  with  the  best  of  intents:  ending 
an  ugly  and  potentially  violent  situation  in 
our  community.  Leal  took  more  than  a 
little  heat  from  some  quarters,  but 


remained  undeterred.  If  the  mediation 
did  not  end  the  conflict,  it  at  least  offered 
an  option  to  the  endless  battles,  which  has 
made  getting  anything  done  in  the  Mis- 
sion nearly  impossible.  For  once,  the 
people  of  this  neighborhood  were  well 
served  by  one  of  their  elected  officials. 

So  the  issue  of  1010  South  Van  Ness 
will  go  to  court,  and  the  animosities  it  has 
stirred  will  mature  into  grudges.  This  is 
the  Mission  modus  operandi;  this  is  the 
Mission  cancer.  It’s  time  to  find  another 
way  to  live  together. 

Vote 

The  March  26  election  will  probably 
be  more  endurable  than  most,  if  only  be- 
cause there  are  fewer  things  on  the  ballot 
to  be  concerned  with  this  time  around.  In 
fact,  there  are  only  two  city  ballot  proposi- 
tions which  the  News  advises  you,  with 
some  reservations,  to 

Vote  Yes  On  A 

Well,  once  again  it’s  time  to  dump 
another  wad  of  cash  into  that  municipal 
money  pit  known  as  the  Moscone  Center. 
For  a piddling  little  $157.5  million,  the 
Center  will  be  expanded  by  300,000 
square  feet,  making  room  for  more  visit- 
ing stamp  collectors,  embalmers,  and 
divorce  lawyer  conventioneers,  who  will 
eat  our  food,  drink  our  booze,  and  untidy 
our  hotel  rooms  at  the  usual  inflated 
prices  at  which  our  fair  city  extends  its 
hospitality. 

Some,  notably  State  Senator  Quentin 
Kopp,  complain  that  previous  bond  issues 
to  improve  the  Youth  Guidance  Center, 
the  County  Jail  and  Laguna  Honda  should 
have  passed,  but  did  not,  and  that  if  the 
city  is  going  to  extend  its  indebtedness,  it 
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ought  to  do  so  for  one  of  those  three  items 
first  and  give  a lower  priority  to  skinning 
tourists. 

The  sad  thing  is  that  the  Youth 
Guidance  Center,  the  jail,  and  Laguna 
Honda  are  facilities  for  people  from 
whom  a profit  cannot  be  wrested.  Laguna 
Honda  serves  a population  without  a dis- 
posable income  and  the  other  two  harbor 
people  who,  if  they  have  any  disposable 
income  at  all,  are  most  likely  incarcerated 
because  of  the  means  they  employed  in 
attaining  it. 

Like  it  or  not,  San  Francisco  is  in  the 
tourist  business  big  time  - about  $4  billion 
a year  big  time.  The  money  that  pays  for 
the  paltry  city  services  we’ve  got  comes  to 
a large  degree  from  our  continued  ability 
to  sell  sourdough  T-shirts  to  wives  of  Bap- 
tist ministers  from  Iowa.  But  drawing 
people  across  state  lines  in  sufficiently 
large  numbers  for  such  silly  but  lucrative 
endeavors  requires  a bigger  facility  then 
the  one  we’ve  got. 

At  least  this  time  around,  the  money 
for  the  expansion  will  come  directly  from 
the  hospitality  industry  itself  via  an  in- 
crease in  the  hotel  tax.  But  it  should  be 
pointed  out  that  in  the  past,  when  local 
activists  suggested  a raise  in  the  hotel  tax 
to  promote  non-tourist  purposes,  they 
were  branded  as  bomb-throwing  anar- 
chists by  some  of  the  very  same  people 
who  now  support  Proposition  A with 
drooling  enthusiasm.  Never  mind.  The 
hell  with  consistency.  Vote  yes  on  A. 
Some  of  the  loot  may  even  trickle  down  to 
you  or  me. 

Vote  Yes  on  B 

The  measure  on  the  ballot  regarding  a 
new  ball  park  at  China  Basin  in  no  way 
guarantees  a new  ball  park  will  be  built  if 
the  measure  passes.  Voting  yes  on 
Proposition  B merely  means  that  the  cur- 
rent ban  on  non-maritime  use  and  other 
planning  restrictions  on  the  proposed  site 
be  lifted  so  the  ball  park  developers  can 
proceed  through  the  agonizing  marathon 
approval  process  any  other  large  develop- 
ment must  endure. 

The  ball  park  proponents  are  all  full  of 


rosy  financial  studies  predicting  a new  era 
of  prosperity  should  their  stadium  be 
completed.  But  whether  or  not  these 
figures  are  correct  or  self-serving  will  be 
part  and  parcel  of  a more  deliberate 
public  process  that  will  follow  the  passage 
of  Proposition  B. 

The  only  question  now  in  considera- 
tion is  whether  or  not  the  China  Basin 
plan  is  so  horrible  that  it  should  be 
stopped  at  once.  In  that  case,  the  public 
would  be  denied  the  opportunity  for  a full 
and  complete  examination  of  what  may  be 
a truly  great  addition  to  the  city.  The 
potential  economic  benefits  of  this 
project  are  simply  too  enormous  to  give  it 
a cursory  no  that  opponents  are  urging. 

If  Prop  B passes,  as  it  appears  it  will, 
those  monitoring  the  development 
process  should  be  wary  of  the  real  estate 
speculation  and  profiteering  that  always 
comes  in  the  wake  projects  of  this  kind. 
Displacement  and  homelessness  were  the 
consequences  for  those  who  once  lived  or 
worked  where  the  ball  park’s  ballot-mate, 
the  Convention  Center,  now  sits  and  sucks 
dollars. 

Other  Stuff 

A lot  of  people,  some  of  whom  do  not 
even  have  the  excuse  of  alcoholism,  are 
running  for  the  Democratic  or 
Republican  Central  Committee,  and 
there’s  very  little  that  can  be  done  to  stop 
them. 

Angela  Alioto  and  John  Burton  are 
running  for  State  Senate,  but  they’re  al- 
ways running  for  something.  This  time 
they’re  running  against  each  other,  which 
should  be  more  interesting  than  it  is. 

A quirk  in  the  election  laws  allows  you 
to  vote  for  Carol  Migden  twice  - some- 
thing you  can  tell  your  grandchildren 
about. 

The  only  people  running  forjudge  are 
either  already  judges  or  lawyers,  which  is 
just  too  bad. 


GLEN  PARK 
BOOKS 

2788  Diamond  at  Chenery,  SF 
(415)  586-3733 

Hours:  | SPECIAl  ORDERS  WELCOME 

M-S  10am-8pm  

Sun  10am-5pm  VISA/MC 


Committed  to  delivering  excellent  care  and  ensuring  individual  satisfaction 


ELECTROLYSIS 


Based  on  the  most  advanced 
technology,  the  apilus 
computerized  system  opens 
the  door  to  a new  era 
of  permanent  hair  removal 


Electrolysis  Special 

20%  OFF 

Introductory  Treatment 


NOW  HONORING  VISA  AND  MASTERCARD 


We  carry  the  fine  lines: 
Murad,  Paul  Scerry, 
Aura,  A vance 


3548  - 22nd  Street,  San  Francisco,  California  94114 
To  make  an  appointment,  call  (415)  824-2125 


PAP.F.  t,  NEW  MISSION  NEWS  MARCH  1996 


YES  ON 


Because 
It’s  More 

Than  Just 

Game 


Baseball  is  just  a game.  Funding  police,  and  fire,  and  hospitals  and  schools  - that’s  real  life.  And  that’s  why  Proposition  B is  a proposal  the  whole  city 
can  root  for.  Proposition  B does  more  than  just  allow  for  construction  of  a privately-financed  new  ballpark  in  China  Basin  - Proposition  B will  create 
an  economic  boost  that  benefits  every  San  Franciscan. 

f ■ 1 f Bm  VJ!th  T gen”!  f?nd  m0ney' thiS  imimate  new  park  wil1  be  transit  accessible  with  a neighborhood  feel.  The  new  China  Basin  park  will  offer  the  his- 
tone  charm  of  old  ballparks  with  all  the  modem  amenities.  Proposition  B will  allow  a new  ballpark  that  is: 

PRmiEH-FINANCED  Unlike  previous  ballpark  proposals,  Proposition  B calls  for  no  new  taxes,  no  general  fund  money  and  no  taxpayer  liabili- 
* That  adds  up  to  a sure  win  and  a safe  bet  for  every  San  Franciscan.  TRANSIT  ACCESSIBLE  With  a new  streetcar  stop  right  outside  Caltrain 

coimtrv  f rnniiiMir  Aiun’  FMPi  nvMFMt  biimt*  own  feny  dock " our  ballpark  wi" be  dle  most  transit  accessible  baseba" faciiitv  in  the 

country.  AN  ECONOMIC  AND  EMPLOYMENT  BOOST  The  new  China  Basin  ballpark  will  generate  millions  of  dollars  in  revenue  and  thousands 

tnmnw  °u  “ rKldents'  Tk  ba  park  S economic  benefit  is  estimated  at  more  than  $100  million  a year  - everv  year  ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SENSITIVE l state-of-the-art  lighting  and  sound  insulation  will  reduce  both  noise  and  light  -halo"  a.  night.  Its  convenient  and  transit  acces- 
sible  location  will  help  limit  automobile  use. 

On  March  26th,  please  loin  campaign  co-chairs  Senator  Quentin  Kopp,  Rev.  Cecil  Williams  and  Roberta  Achtenberg,  as  well  as  Mayor  Willie  Brown  Sen  Dianne 


GET  INVOLVED:  CALL  1 -800-5GIANTS  TO  VOLUNTEER 
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GANGSPEAK 


To  Mv  Godson  Orlando 

My  World 

In  my  world  there  is  lots  of  trouble 
It  slowly  crumbles  at  every  corner 
Each  time  I step  out  the  house 
I wonder  if  today 
Will  I make  it 

So  much  violence  surrounds  me 
because  I chose  the  wrong  path 
Day  and  night 
Standing  on  a street  corner 
Just  wasting  my  life 
On  the  streets 

Now  I have  reached  this  human  zoo 
— Prison — and 
I cry  deep  inside 

Because  I miss  my  family  and  you, 
my  Godson, 

Please  listen  to  me 

Dont  try  to  follow  my  world 

All  you  will  do  is  hurt  yourself 

Worst  of  all,  you  will  hurt 

your  mother  and  father 

The  streets  today  are  changing 

rapidly 


People  are  killing  each  other 

over  colors 

daily 

Even  if  people  try  to  change  you,  for 
the  worse,  dont  listen  and  chose 
The  right  path 

As  you  get  older  you  will  face 

a lot  of  choices 

Listen  close  to  your  heart 

it  wont  lead  you  wrong 

In  time  you  will  understand  what 

Im  saying  to  you 

So,  please  dont  try  to  follow  this 

world  that  I have  entered. 


Love  Always  Nino, 
Steve 


Gang  members,  this  is  your  column. 
This  is  your  voice.  This  is  your  opportunity 
to  speak  out.  Send  your  words,  poems,  rap 
songs,  and  artwork  to  Deanne  Berger- 
Moudgil,  Column  Editor,  GangSpeak,  c/o 
New  Mission  News,  777  Valencia  Street, 
S.F.  94110.  Or  page  Deanne  at  227-6338. 
Messages  can  be  left  at  864-6531. 


THE  NEW  MISSION  NEWS 
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#8 

HOMELESS  FOLKS 


What’s  the  greatest  nation  in  the 
world?  Donation!  What’s  the  greatest  city 
in  the  world?  Generosity!  Isn’t  that  right? 
Come  on  folks,  just  a dime,  a nickel,  a 
penny,  anything!  A rock?  No?  All  right 
then,  have  a good  night  now.  What’s  that? 
That  new  Indian  place?  Yeah,  it’s  just 
down  the  street  a couple  of  blocks,  next  to 
that  fancy  laundromat.  Hey  thanks.  No, 
I’ll  get  it.  Thanks  again,  sir. 

Where’d  that  go?  I wonder  if  it’s  a 
quarter,  it  looked  like  a quarter.  Damn,  I 
hope  it  didn’t  fall  down  the  sewer.  Ahh, 
there  it  is,  a shinny  newvideo  game  token? 
Assholes,  well  maybe  I can  - Hey!  Friend, 
want  to  buy  a video  game  token?  I’ll  let  it 
go  for  a dime,  though  it  set  me  back  two 
bits.  How  about  a nickel  then?  A penny? 
Okay,  okay,  just  askin’. 

Let’s  see  here  20,  30,  31,  32,  33,  one 
dollar  and  33  cents.  One  hundred  pennies 
for  food,  drink,  smokes,  clothes,  enter- 
tainment, and  educating  myself.  Well,  I 
already  have  six  cigarette  butts,  a half  cup 
of  soda  from  the  garbage  outside  the 
burger  shack,  yesterday’s  Datebook  sec- 
tion, and  I’m  clothed  such  as  it  is,  which 
leaves  only  food.  And  for  a dollar  and  a 
quarter,  plus  eight  cents  tax,  I can  get  a 
hot,  delicious  slice  of  cheese  pizza  with  a 
penny  left  over.  A penny,  a goddamn 
penny. 

I wish  I had  a dog.  Betty,  she’s  got  a 
dog  and  she  can  pick  up  20  bucks  on  a 
Saturday.  People  will  always  stop  for  a 
dog,  look  at  a dog,  pet  it  and  give  it  a 
quarter.  And  you  know  it’s  not  because 
you  are  cold  and  hungry,  but  because  the 
dog  looks  cold  and  hungry.  Most  folks 
won’t  even  look  you  in  the  eye;  I’ve  gone 
whole  days  without  another  human  being 
lookin’  me  in  the  eye.  You  want  to  yell  and 
jump  around  just  to  get  someone  to  see 
you,  to  acknowledge  that  you  exist,  and 
even  if  they  won’t  give  you  nothin’,  if  they 
at  least  look  at  you,  you  know  you’re  there. 

It’s  worst  when  it  rains.  There’s 
nowhere  to  go  to  get  away  from  it.  And 
once  your  gear  gets  wet,  there’s  a long  and 
miserable  time  ahead  of  you  until  your 
stuff  even  starts  to  dry  out.  You  know  how 
it  is  to  be  cold  and  wet:  every  muscle 


quivers  as  your  body  tries  desperately  to 
stay  warm,  and  the  only  thing  on  your 
mind  is  how  nice  it’ll  be  to  be  warm  again. 
But  if  you  haven’t  eaten  in  a couple  of 
days,  your  body  quits  shivering,  and  a 
heavy,  deadly  tired  sets  in.  And  you  know 
you’ve  got  to  keep  moving,  with  no 
prospect  of  getting  dry  to  keep  you  goin’, 
hoping,  but  never  knowing,  when  you’ll 
reach  a tolerable  level  of  discomfort 
again. 

The  funny  thing  is,  the  safe,  secure 
world  is  so  close.  I see  it  everywhere  and 
it  wets  my  mouth  at  every  turn.  But  I can’t 
get  near  it.  And  the  barriers  that  keep  me 
out  are  so  thin:  one  pane  of  glass  separates 
me  from  a hot  meal  in  a comfy  chair,  or 
from  a living  room  with  a couch  and  TV, 
or  from  endless  rows  of  clothes  or  food. 
Sometimes  the  walls  aren’t  even  physical; 
I can’t  be  a part  of  most  of  the  indoor  city, 
I know  they’ll  kick  me  out  before  I even 
consider  going  in  most  of  the  buildings 
everyone  else  walks  in  and  out  of  over  and 
over  and  over.  It’s  hard  to  believe 
anyplace  else  exists  but  the  dirty,  endless 
sidewalks. 

Anyway.  Hey  what’s  the  greatest  na- 
tion in  the  world? 

So  don’t  look  away.  This  month’s  list 
consists  of  organizations  that  help  the 
homeless. 

1.  Homes  Not  Jails  - Dedicated  to 
converting  vacant  buildings  into  housing 
for  the  homeless  - and  tweaking  the  es- 
tablishment while  they’re  at  it. 

2.  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee  - 
Preventing  landlords  from  exacerbating 
problems  through  capricious  evictions,  St. 
Peter’s  fights  tirelessly  for  tenants  rights. 

3.  The  Coalition  On  Homelessness  - 
Like  it  sounds. 

4.  Ayuda  - Primarily  helping  Latino 
and  Latina  residents,  Ayuda  confronts  the 
dual-edged  problem  of  homelessness  and 
structural  racism. 

5.  Family  Rights  and  Dignity  - Fight- 
ing for  the  most  fundamental  of  rights. 

6. Mano  a Mano  - They  provide  out- 
reach services  to  immigrants  furthest 
from  safety. 


31 Z0  16  th  .Si- 

43 1-4081 


CS  f e ftfe^TO 

S RESTAURANT 


% 


dmonj  {I ft  fa o,  tiie  only  rtjlivrdnt! 


open  Honldij  Arv  StfiWdy  LUNCH 

11  *3:30  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 


esquina  Valencia 

282-8867 


DINNER 
5-11  pm 
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March  - April  1996 

3117  16th  St.  (at  Valencia) 

San  Francisco,  California  94103 
(415)  863-1087 

Admission:  $6;  Senior/Child:  $3 
5 Admission  Disc.  Card:  $19:00 
Bargain  Matinee:  $4:00 
(First  show  Wed,  Sat,  Sun) 


FRI  MARCH  8 - WED  MARCH  13 


BELA  TARR  TRIBUTE! 


Hungarian  filmmaker  Bela  Tarr  is  slowly  emerging  as  one  of 
the  most  distinctive  cinematic  talents  in  the  world,  although  it 
has  taken  him  six  films  and  a career  that  began  twenty  years 
ago  to  reach  this  point.  The  Roxie.  in  association  with  the  San 
Francisco  Cinematheque  and  the  Hungarian  Film  Union  pre- 
sents four  of  this  modern  master's  most  challenging  films. 


FRI  MAR  8 & WED  MAR  13 


DAMNATION 


Made  a year  before  the  Berlin  Wall  fell,  this  is  the  quintessen- 
tial film  to  mark  the  coming  end  of  Communism.  It  centers 
around  a group  of  four  people,  all  plotting  and  scheming 
against  each  other  in  ways  that  dramatically  reflect  the  turbu- 
lence of  their  world.  With  Miklos  Szekely,  Vail  Korokes.  Hedi 
Tommosy  Directed  by  Bela  Tarr.  In  B&W.  35mm  1 16  mins. 

1 988.  HUNGARY  FRI  AT  7:00.  9:30.  WEO  AT  2:00.  4:30.  7:00,  9:30 


SAT  61  SUN  MAR  9 & 10 


SATANTANGO 

While  DAMNATION  caught  the  mood  immediately  before  the 
fall  of  the  Communist  dream.  SATANTANGO  probes  a kind  of 
post-Communist  despair.  The  film  is  set  in  a country  village,  a 
bleak  outpost  where  a strange  group  of  survivors  gathers. 
When  an  outsider  arrives  with  a promise  of  a new  life,  they  are 
all  prepared  to  listen  This  seven-hour  epic  will  be  played  once 
each  day.  Directed  by  Bela  Tarr.  B&W.  35mm.  435  mins.  1 994 
HUNGARY/GERMANY/SWITZERLAND  sat  & sun  at  2.00  only 

SPECIAL  ADMISSION  PRICE  $9 


MON  MAR  1 1 


THE  PREFAB  PEOPLE 

A claustrophobic,  relentless  examination  of  the  stresses  experi- 
enced by  a young  couple  with  two  small  children.  The  daily  de- 
tails of  their  lives  are  brilliantly  captured,  providing  the  audi- 
ence with  disturbing  conclusions  that  question  their  dreams  and 
their  future.  With  Judit  Pogany,  Robert  Koltai.  Directed  by  Bela 
Tarr.  Color  35mm.  102  mins.  1982.  HUNGARY,  mon  at 7 00.9  30 


TUE  MAR  12 


ALMANAC  OF  FALL 

A psychodrama  in  the  tradition  of  Ingmar  Bergman,  this  film 
focuses  on  a bizarre  assortment  of  characters,  ail  residing  in  the 
same  apartment  building.  Eager  to  confess  their  fears  and  inad- 
equacies. the  group  releases  intense  pain,  humiliation  and  anxi- 
ety With  Hedi  Temessy.  Miklos  Szekely  Directed  by  Bela  Tarr. 
In  Color.  35mm  I 1 9 mins.  1 984.  HUNGARY  tue  at  7 00.  9 30 


WED  MAR  13 


DAMNATION 

(see  Friday.  March  8 for  details) 


wildest  and  funniest  comedies  of  the  Fifties  Lucy 
and  Desi  buy  a huge  trailer  and  take  to  the  roadl  One  wacky 
thing  after  another,  this  riotous  movie  will  have  you  rolling! 
Starring  Lucille  Ball.  Desi  Arnaz.  Directed  by  Vincente  MlnelH 
n Color.  35mm.  103  mins.  1954.  Free  champagne  and  cake 
lots  of  swell  door  prizes.  ALSO:  A Lucy  & Desi  Look-alike  Con- 

testi  THUR  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30;  MOVIE  AT  8:00  ONLY! 


THUR  MARCH  14 


The  Roxie's  20th  Birthday  Anniversary! 

THE  I OMC  i ni\ir.  td  ah  i?d 


FRI  MARCH  15  - SUN  MARCH  17 


Peter  Greenaway's  latest! 


THE  BABY  OF  MACON 


A beautiful  baby  boy  Is  born  to  a grotesque  old  hag  and  is 
deemed  a miracle  child  when  the  infant's  virginal  older  sister 
claims  the  baby  is  hers.  She’s  driven  to  exploit  the  child  for  its 
sacramental  potential  — with  dire  results.  BABY  OF  MACON  is 
one  of  Greenaway's  most  lavishly  stylish  films,  featuring  incred- 
ible costumes  and  stunning  sets.  With  Julia  Ormond.  Ralph 
Fiennes.  Written  and  directed  by  Peter  Greenaway  Color. 
35mm.  122  mins.  1993.  NETHERLANDS/FRANCE  west  coast 

THEATRICAL  PREMIERE.  FRI  AT  7:00.  9 40.  SAT  & SUN  AT  2:00.  4:30.  7:00,  9:40 


ELEMENT  OF  CRIME 


MON  MARCH  18  - WED  MARCH  20 


The  first  feature  him  from  the  director  of  THE  KINGDOM:  a se- 
pia-tone. hypnotic  who-dunnit  about  a retired  homicide  detec- 


tive recruited  back  into  service  after  a 13  year  exile  to  solve  a 
particularly  vicious  string  of  serial  murders.  "Staggeringly  effec- 
tive in  his  use  of  sweeping,  soaring  visualsl”  — Kirk  Ellis  Star- 


ring Michael  Elphick,  Esmond  Knight.  Written  and  directed  by 
Lars  von  Trier  In  Color.  35mm.  104  mins.  1986.  DENMARK 

PREMIERE.  MON  & TUE  AT  7:00.  9 15.  WED  AT  2:00.  4:30.  7:00,  9:15 


BLOOD  SISTERS 


Anew  documentary  about  the  women's  leather  S/M  commu- 
nity! BLOODSISTERS  discusses  coming  out  as  a leatherdyke. 
butch/femme  politics,  role  playing  issues,  the  legalities  of  S/M 
and  limits  of  consensuality.  Including  footage  from  tltleholder 
competitions  in  San  Francisco,  the  1993  March  on  Washing- 
ton D C.,  the  1994  Stonewall  March  in  NYC  and  graphic  foot- 
age of  actual  play  scenesl  Music  by  Frlghtwig  and  Typhoon 
Produced  and  directed  by  Michelle  Handelman.  In  Color  3/4- 
Video.  77  mins.  1 995.  Director  In  person  both  nights  with  pre- 
sents for  the  audience.  Co-sponsored  by  Film  Arts  Foundation 

THUR  & FRI  AT  7:00.  9:15 


THUR  & FRI  MARCH  21  & 22 


SAT  MARCH  23 


Noir  Icons 

OUT  OF  THE  PAST 

The  classic  40's  Noir.  and  the  biggest  hit  of  last  fall's  Film  Noir 
Fest.  A private  eye  plunges  headlong  into  love,  avarice,  mur- 
der and  redemption!  Starring  Robert  Mitchum.  Jane  Greer. 
Kirk  Douglas  Directed  by  Jacques  Tourneur.  In  B&W  35mm 
97  mins.  1947.  USA  SAT  AT  4:20.  8:00 


NIGHTFALL 


A fast-paced,  stylish  thriller  about  an  Innocent  man  houm 
cops  and  killers  alikel  From  the  novel  by  David  Goodis  S 
Aldo  Ray.  Anne  Bancroft.  Brian  Keith.  Directed  bv  l< 
Tourneur  B&W  35mm.  80  mins.  1957.  USA.  sat  at  2:45  6 


SUN  MARCH  24 


Noir  Icons 

THE  KILLING 


One  of  the  most  popular  nolrs  of  all  time  — as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  influential  films  of  the  50  s:  a racetrack  robbery  goes 
awry  and  all  hell  breaks  loose.  A marvel  of  style  and  sub- 
stance. Starring  Sterling  Hayden,  Marie  Windsor.  Elisha  Cook, 
Jr  Directed  by  Stanley  Kubrick.  In  B&W  35mm.  84  mins. 

I 956.  USA  SUN  a(  1:30.  4:45,  8:00 

CRIME  WAVE 

One  of  the  great  discoveries  of  last  fall's  Noir  Fest.  a terrific 
thriller  about  a young  ex-con  and  his  efforts  to  go  straight  when 
his  old  pals  try  to  bring  him  back  into  the  fold.  Starring  Sterling 
Hayden.  Gene  Nelson.  Phyllis  Kirk.  Directed  by  Andre  De  Toth 
B&W.  35mm.  74  mins.  1 954.  USA.  sun  at  3:  is.  6:30.  9:45 


MON  MARCH  25 


4th  Annual  Benefit  Show ! 

UP  THE  ACADEMY  AWARDS 

Once  again  the  Roxie  Invites  you  to  spend  Academy  Awards 
night  right  here  in  our  theater  while  the  proceedings  transpire 
LIVE  on  our  big  screenl  That's  right:  lean  back,  relax  and  do 
whatever  comes  natural.  A San  Francisco  tradition.  Bring  your 
own  food  and/or  refreshments  if  you  like. 

MON  DOORS  OPEN  AT  5.00  PM 


TUE  MARCH  26 


WALLS  OF  SAND 


A sensual  drama  of  friendship  between  two  women  and  their 
quest  for  freedom.  Soraya.  a young  Iranian  living  in  the  US 
without  a green  card  or  friends,  and  Ellen,  an  agoraphobic 
single  mother  whose  dreams  and  happiness  have  disappeared 
through  isolation  and  fear.  With  Shirin  Etessam,  Jan  Carty 
Marsh.  Directed  by  Erica  Jordan.  B&W  35mm.  1 15  mins. 

I 995.  USA.  TUE  at  7:00.  9:15 


WED  & THUR  MARCH  27  & 28 


THE  TAR 


As  in  many  Iranian  films,  there's  more  than  a hint  of  political  al- 
legory beneath  the  surface  of  this  wonderfully  observant  com- 
edy-drama about  the  disruptive  consequences  of  a crack  appear- 
ing In  the  communal  water  jug  at  a village  school.  If  you've  yet  to 
encounter  the  revelations  of  current  Iranian  cinema,  this  delight- 
ful film  is  a great  place  to  start  With  Behzad  Khodaveisi.  Fatemeh 
Azrah.  Directed  by  Ebrahaim  Foruzesh.  Color.  35mm.  100  mins. 
1992.  IRAN  WED  AT  2:00.  4:30.  7:00.  9: 15;  THUR  AT  7:00.  9:15 


FRI  MAR  29  - THUR  APRIL  1 1 


FRISK 


A challenging  and  uncompromising  vision  of  the  dark  fantasies 
entertained  by  one  man.  Because  the  lines  of  reality  and  fan- 
tasy are  blurred,  no  one  is  innocent;  not  the  characters,  not  the 
audience  Everyone  is  Implicated.  FRISK  opens  with  a young 
man  viewing  five  still  photographs;  terrifyingly  erotic  composi- 
tions of  shadows  and  limbs.  The  effect  these  five  photos  have 
on  his  life  and  the  media's  infiltration  of  negative  images  as  a 
form  of  entertainment  and  how  these  Images  affect  a circle  of 
people  is  the  main  focus  of  this  film's  message  FRISK  Is  an 
experimental  narrative,  a flood  of  psychic  and  sexual  violence: 
it  unveils  the  monster  in  us  all.  From  the  controversial  novel  by 
Dennis  Cooper  Starring  Michael  Gunther.  Craig  Chester 
Parker  Posey.  Alexis  Arquette.  James  Lyons.  Directed  by  Todd 
Verow  In  Color.  16mm.  83  mins.  1996.  USA.  u.s.  theatrical 

PREMIERE  NIGHTLY  AT  6:00.  8:00.  10:00;  SAT/SUN/WED  MATS  AT  2:00.  4:00 
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By:  D.  Michael  Spero 


Car  Wars 


Residential  Parking? 


An  earnest  young  woman  told  a Mis- 
sion block  club  meeting  about  a campaign 
for  more  teen  activities.  She  spoke  for  five 
minutes,  emotionally  describing  kids’ 
needs  and  the  potential  of  her  campaign 
to  help.  The  audience  listened  politely, 
then  a man  raised  his  hand  and  asked 
"What  about  these  people  parking  on  my 
sidewalk?" 

Crime,  racism,  jobs,  garbage,  and 
housing  make  the  news,  but  for  a lot  of 
Missionites,  issue  number  one  is  "Where 
do  I put  my  car?"  We’re  the  second  most 
densely  populated  neighborhood  in  San 
Francisco  — Chinatown  is  first—  but  our 
residents’  automotive  affinities  makes  us 
the  car  capital  of  the  city.  As  a result,  we 
often  park  blocks  from  our  residence,  or 
park  illegally.  Neighbors  try  all  sorts  of 
maneuvers  to  get  car  space  near  their 
door,  including  parking  in  driveways  or 
across  sidewalks. 

I’ve  often  thought  the  Supervisors 
should  pass  a law  requiring  Mission 
sidewalks  to  be  built  to  the  same  specs  as 
streets,  since  people  treat  them  as  parking 
lots  anyway.  Can  someone  tell  me  why  you 
get  a $245  fine  for  blocking  a wheelchair 
access  ramp  on  a street  corner,  but  block- 
ing the  whole  sidewalk,  which  completely 
defeats  the  disabled  person’s  attempt  to 
get  anywhere,  rates  only  a $25  fine?  If  the 
law  is  enforced,  which  usually  only  hap- 
pens when  a neighbor  calls  police. 


A longtime  automotive  dream  of  some 
East  Mission  residents  may  soon  come  to 
pass  if  the  Board  of  Supes  approves  a 
Residential  Parking  Permit  District 
(RPPD)  around  General  Hospital 
(SFGH).  For  decades,  the  area  from 
Bryant  to  Rhode  Island  Streets  between 
20th  and  25th  Streets  has  been  host  to 
hundreds  of  cars  belonging  to  staff, 
patients  and  visitors  to  the  Hospital, 
whose  numbers  have  grown  steadily.  One 
organization,  the  East  Mission  Improve- 
ment Association,  probably  the  Mission’s 
oldest  homeowners  group,  had  tried 
repeatedly  to  get  an  RPPD  without  suc- 
cess. SFGH  administration  opposed  the 
plan,  since  their  people  would  be  left  with 
no  place  to  park.  Hospital  power  over- 
whelmed the  neighbors’  initiative. 

In  1994,  SFGH  got  funds  to  build  an 
800-stall  parking  garage,  and  their  at- 
titude changed.  Administrators,  con- 
cerned that  staff  would  avoid  paying 
garage  fees  by  continuing  to  park  on  the 
street,  began  a campaign  to  build  neigh- 
borhood support  for  an  RPPD.  They 
sponsored  a series  of  catered  monthly 
meetings  on  issues  of  community  concern, 
but  foremost  on  the  agenda  was  usually 
the  parking.  They  helped  East  Mission 
and  other  neighbors  organize  a petition 
drive  for  the  RPPD,  which  in  its  final 
incarnation  spreads  all  the  way  from 
Cesar  Chavez  to  18th  and  Bryant  Streets! 
To  have  their  block  included  in  the 
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RPPD,  activists  had  to  get  signatures  from 
at  least  one  occupant  of  half  of  the  (legal) 
residences. 

How  will  the  RPPD  work?  All  District 
streets  will  be  posted  as  one-hour  zones, 
meaning  any  car  that  parks  more  than  an 
hour  between  8a.m.  and  6p.m.  will  be  tick- 
eted. Those  who  live  in  the  District  and 
have  a car  registered  to  their  address  can 
pay  an  annual  $21  fee  for  a sticker  enti- 
tling them  to  park  in  their  own  neighbor- 
hood. The  idea  is  to  force  commuter  cars 
off  the  streets  and  make  room  for  the 
residents. 

The  SFGH  RPPD  has  met  with  sig- 
nificant opposition.  Opponents  ask: 
Since  800  slots  won’t  meet  the  demand, 
where  are  other  visitors  and  patients  to 
park?  Why  not  wait  until  the  garage  opens 
to  see  if  the  RPPD  is  still  needed?  Many 
residents  don’t  like  having  to  pay  to  park 
on  their  own  street,  especially  renters  who 
may  not  be  in  the  District  long,  or  who 
have  more  than  one  car.  People  also  worry 
about  where  their  nonstickered  visitors 
will  park. 

I live  on  a block  (York  between  20th 
and  21st)  that  has  not  signed  on  with  the 
RPPD.  Blocks  on  District  borders 
generally  get  "heavily  impacted,"  accord- 
ing to  Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic 
engineer  Stanley  Chin.  Anyone  who  can’t 
park  in  the  zone  will  park  on  your  block 
instead.  If  you’re  on  the  border,  you  really 


have  no  choice  except  to  join  up,  because 
if  your  residence  isn’t  part  of  the  District, 
you  can’t  buy  a sticker.  You  can’t  park  on 
anyone  else’s  block,  but  they  can  park  on 
yours. 

In  many  areas,  the  sentiment  for  an 
RPPD  stems  from  a desire  to  get  rid  of  the 
poor  folks’  cars,  not  the  commuters’.  The 
District,  like  the  rest  of  the  Mission,  in- 
cludes a number  of  informal  auto  shops 
and  cars  whose  longest  trip  is  across  the 
street  on  street  sweeper  day.  Some  neigh- 
bors see  the  RPPD  as  a way  to  get  rid  of 
these  annoyances.  The  proposed  RPPD 
includes  blocks  with  plenty  of  off-street 
parking  and  few  residents,  many  of  whom 
will  probably  not  buy  stickers  anyway. 
They  just  hope  to  get  rid  of  the  junkers. 
But  their  inclusion  takes  parking  away 
from  neighbors  on  other  blocks,  as  well  as 
commuters  who  work  in  the  new  busi- 
nesses around  Bryant  Street. 

At  a televised  February  13  meeting, 
the  Supes’  Government  Efficiency  and 
Labor  Committee  tabled  the  RPPD  tem- 
porarily in  response  to  protests  from  the 
Service  Employees’  International  Union, 
which  represents  SFGH  workers.  The 
Union  is  concerned  about  the  parking 
fees  their  members  will  pay.  Some  neigh- 
bors also  spoke  out  against  the  District. 
Given  hospital  support,  though,  and 
without  counter-organizing  by  op- 
ponents, the  RPPD  will  likely  be  imple- 
mented. Parking  problems  will  go  on. 
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MHDC 

Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  invites  Homeowners  to 
participate  in  valuable 
Home  Improvement  & 
Rehabilitation  Programs. 

If  you  need: 

•A  New  Roof 

•Plumbing  A Electrical  Repairs 
•Heat 

•New  Rear  Stairs 

•Kitchen  A faith  Rehabilitation 

•Hot  Water 

•To  Coned  Code  Violations 

You  may  qualify  if  you  nu  n \our 
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864-6432  (se  habla  cspanol)  to  learn-  ' 
more  about  the  loan  program 

Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
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A Three  Ring  Circus 
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la  Sea  Women’s  Performance 
Project  brings  Three  Ring,  a play  of  con- 
torting, sexually  spiritual  high  jinx  to  the 
Mission  this  month.  Two  members  of  a 
Midwestern  circus  family  and  an  other 
gendered  human  cannon  ball,  take  their 
show  on  the  road,  hooking  up  with  a 
traveling  circus,  in  this  cartwheeling 
drama  about  sexual  discovery  in  transcen- 
dental transition. 

Celeste,  Miriam  Cronenberg,  AKA 
Lady  Lorinda  and  Her  Legs  of  Steel  plays 
a former  dominatrix  turned 
mother/manager  of  this  fantastic  menage. 
Serina  Savage,  Lisi  DeHaas,  Celeste’s 
daughter  discovers  that  she  too  is  bound 
for  freakdom  when  her  mother  throws  her 
from  the  top  of  a silo  and  she  bounces. 
Her  love  interest  Caroli,  Alexis  Vaughn, 
AKA  "Pat",  springs  with  capricious 
delight  from  the  mouths  of  cannons,  al- 
ways landing,  but  not  always  with  grace. 
These  three  sideshow  superstars  discover 
the  metaphysical  truth  that  there  is  none, 
as  they  cavort  hither  and  thither  in  and  out 
of  dusty  towns  and  each  other’s  arms. 
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Rent  Board  Petitions 
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Reasonable  Rates 
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Richard  Hurlburt 
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Written  and  produced  by  Lisi  DeHaas 
and  directed  by  Adele  Prandini,  Luna  Sea 
expresses  delight  at  being  able  to  be  home 
to  a collaboration  between  two  genera- 
tions of  queer  women  theater  makers. 
Lisi  DeHaas,  a refugee  from  the  other 
coast,  has  performed  throughout  San 
Francisco,  appearing  at  Josie’s  Cabaret 
and  Juice  Joint,  848,  Southern  Exposure, 
ATA,  and  Red  Dora’s  Bearded  Lady. 
Her  solo  piece,  "Recipe  For  Grief  has 
been  featured  in  The  SF  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Film  Festival,  at  the  T.W.E.E.D.  New 
Works  Festival,  and  at  the  Vineyard 
Theater  in  New  York  City. 

Adele  Prandini  is  in  her  fifth  season  as 
Artistic  Director  of  Theater  Rhinoceros. 
In  1974,  she  was  the  founder  of  IT’S  JUST 
A STAGE,  a lesbian  theater  company  and 
worked  as  a writer,  director,  and  per- 
former with  HAS  until  1980,  and  has 
remained  active  ever  since. 

Three  Ring  plays  March  8-9  & 15-16, 
at  8:00  PM,  with  tickets  priced  between 
S8-S12,  on  a sliding  scale.  Call  863-2989 
for  reservations  and  information. 
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Get  The  Lead  Out! 


X arents  Encouraged  to  Participate 
in  Mission  Campaign  to  Remove  Lead 
Dust  from  Homes 

The  S.F.  Department  of  Public 
Healths  Childhood  Lead  Prevention  Pro- 
gram will  engage  with  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee  in  promoting  the  free  use  of  a 
high  efficiency  vacuum  cleaner  capable  of 
removing  lead  dust  from  homes  to  protect 
children  from  lead  poisoning.  This  High 
Efficiency  Particulate  Air  (HEPA)  filter 
vacuum  will  be  available  to  low-income 
families  with  children  in  the  Mission  and 
Bernal  Heights  neighborhoods  from 
March  18-30,  1996. 

An  ordinary  household  vacuum 
cleaner  can  spread  lead  dust  around  and 
does  not  take  out  lead  dust  from  rugs, 
carpets,  walls  and  other  surfaces.  Ac- 
cording to  Karen  Cohn,  Program 
Manager  of  the  San  Francisco  Childhood 
Lead  Prevention  Program,  "The  filter  of 


a HEPA  vacuum  removes  small  particles 
of  lead  dust  from  the  house,  protecting 
children  from  the  primary  cause  of 
childhood  lead  poisoning." 

In  San  Francisco,  approximately  90% 
of  the  houses  may  have  lead  because  they 
were  built  before  lead  in  paint  was  banned 
in  1978.  Unsafe  cleaning  and  remodeling 
methods  can  create  dust  and  spread  lead 
dust  all  over  the  house.  A HEPA  vacuum 
traps  fine  lead  dust  safely  from  homes, 
protecting  families  from  lead  exposure. 
Parents  with  children  under  six  years  of 
age,  particularly  those  living  in  older 
housing  are  encouraged  to  utilize  the 
HEPA  vacuum. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  fol- 
lowing agencies  by  March  8, 1996. 

Department  of  Public  Health  Lead 
Prevention  Program,  554-8930 

St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee,  282- 
8877. 


GALLERY  OF  THE 
COSMOS 


No  Hogwash! 

For  some  5000  years,  many  astrologers 
lave  played  a role  in  keeping  people  to- 
tally confused,  or  superficially  informed, 
about  astrology.  Some  folks  may  call  it  a 
code  of  ethics. 

A few  of  the  cats  are  out  of  the  bag: 
with  all  of  our  modern  day  technology, 
computers  often  assist  in  the  interpreta- 
tion of  horoscopes.  But  there  are  some 


astrologers  out  there  who  basically  just 
want  make  a name  for  themselves  with  the 
help  of  the  public  library.  There  are  also 
sincere  students  who  concentrate  on 
good,  simple  explanations  about  the  in- 
fluences of  the  stars  on  all  life  on  Earth. 

Modern-day  occultism  tells  us  that 
there  could  be  some  room  for  improve- 
ment over  the  many  useless,  harmful,  and 
meaningless  popular  misconceptions. 

Myth:  Astrology  is  a study  of  the  un- 
canny effect  of  rays  and  vibrations  from 
outer  space. 

Truth:  There  is  no  hocus  pocus 
regarding  planetary  mass  and  the  effects 
of  gravitation.  Electromagnetic  forces  are 
a scientific  fact. 

Myth:  Astrology  is  a form  of  occul- 
tism, voodoo,  witchcraft,  fortune  telling, 
etc. 

Truth:  Occultism  is  the  practice  of 
hidden,  esoteric,  unexplanable 
phenomena  far  beyond  the  understanding 
of  the  human  mind. 
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T o some,  public  policy  and  urban 
planning  are  interesting  stuff.  For  others, 
these  topics  are  simply  stuffy.  I tend  to 
vacillate  between  these  two  camps. 

There  are  times  when  it’s  quite  helpful 
to  step  back  and  theorize  about  what’s 
best  for  our  neighborhood.  But  theories 
can  become  pretentious  or  annoying  if 
they  arent  balanced  by  an  ability  to  actual- 
ly do  something  worthwhile.  Then  again, 
it’s  easy  to  get  so  involved  with  worthwhile 
projects  that  there’s  no  time  left  to  give 
any  one  thing  the  attention  it  deserves,  let 
alone  put  it  in  perspective  or  do  the  work 
well. 

To  Write  or  Not  to  Write 

Every  time  I sit  down  to  write  this 
column  I get  an  inadvertent  reading  of  my 
own  patience-for-policy-matters.  Some 
days,  it’s  hard  to  get  beyond  "There’s  so 
much  work  to  do,  and  too  many  paralyzed 
thinkers  not  doing  it.  Why  write  another 
word?"  Other  days  I recognize  that  neigh- 
borhood improvement  and  good  govern- 
ment are  not  built  on  hard  work  alone,  and 
that  good  planning  and  perspective  are 


critical  to  any  successful  endeavor.  Those 
are  the  days  I can  muster  up  a word  or  two 
for  print,  remembering  that  a column  is 
supposed  to  be  a stabilizing,  structural 
element. 

This  column  was  bolstered  this  week 
by  an  organizational  consultant  from  a 
Mission-based  agency  who  was  asking 
people  a number  of  questions  about  the 
needs  of  our  neighborhood.  As  I talked  to 
her,  it  became  very  apparent  (and 
downright  exciting)  that  many  of  our 
community’s  overriding  concerns  are 
directly  addressed  by  projects  born  out  of 
policy  priorities  that  were  defmed  by 
community  planning.  There’s  got  to  be 
another  way  of  phrasing  that  mouthful. 
Like, 

The  Glass  is  Half  Full 

Think  about  it.  In  a year,  if  all  goes  well 
with  the  Mission’s  soon-to-be-awai  ded 
Enterprise  Community  funds,  the  out- 
comes of  five  new  endeavors  will  include 
(a)  putting  this  neighborhood  on  the 
beaten  track  of  tourist  stops,  (b)  initiating 
a youth-run  business  that  will  increase  the 
cleanliness  of  our  streets,  (c)  reducing 


school  drop-out  rates,  (d)  increasing  ac- 
cess to  childcare  around  the  clock,  and  (e) 
stabilizing  a handful  of  the  Mission’s 
troubled  residential  hotels. 

The  Enterprise  funds  are  giving  this 
neighborhood  the  rare  opportunity  to  put 
some  money  where  its  mouth  is. 
Economic  development  and  youth  em- 
powerment are  always  among  the  top  con- 
cerns of  our  community.  Four  of  the  above 
five  projects  directly  address  these  two 
areas.  The  fifth  project,  residential  hotel 
stabilization,  has  a somewhat  different 
origin. 

There’s  No  Place  Like  Home 

When  people  who  chose  to  participate 
in  the  Enterprise  Community  Planning 
Process  were  voting  on  their  primary  con- 
cerns, the  issue  of  affordable  housing 
received  more  votes  than  any  other 
category,  including  economic  develop- 
ment and  youth  empowerment. 

Everybody  recognizes  that  neighbor- 
hood stability  and  decent  housing  go  hand 
in  hand.  Nonetheless,  people’s  opinions 
and  priorities  about  the  subcategories 
under  the  affordable  housing  category 
sprawled  across  the  page. 

Home  ownership.  Code  enforcement. 
New  construction.  Senior  housing.  Family 
housing.  Emergency  housing.  Transition- 
al housing.  Special  needs  housing. 

Many  of  these  subcategories  received 
as  much  support  as  they  did  criticism. 
Unfortunately,  policy  discussions  around 
affordable  housing  in  our  neighborhood 
tend  to  be  constructive  only  when  those 
sitting  around  the  table  are  like-minded. 
Those  who  disagree  with  one  another 
have  had  little  success  reaching  consensus 
in  recent  years. 

Of  all  the  subcategories  under  affor- 
dable housing,  residential  hotel  stabiliza- 
tion has  historically  been  the  least 


controversial.  Over  50  mismanaged  and 
dilapidated  hotels  in  the  Mission  repre- 
sent a sadly  under-utilized  affordable 
housing  stock.  The  2000  units  available  in 
these  structures  nearly  equal  the  number 
of  homeless  people  annually  "based"  in 
the  Mission.  Sadly,  many  of  the  in- 
dividuals currently  rotating  in  and  out  of 
these  buildings  are  the  neighborhood’s 
most  vulnerable  and  volatile  citizens. 

People  who  have  fallen  through  the 
CTacks  of  our  social  service  and  criminal 
justice  systems  frequently  land  in  the 
solitary  rooms  of  for-profit  residential 
hotels.  Precisely  those  individuals  requir- 
ing the  most  thoughtful  attention  and  sup- 
port, in  other  words,  wind  up  in  the  hands 
of  hotel  staff  who  may  be  untrained,  dis- 
interested and  — at  times  — antagonistic 
in  their  dealings. 

Whether  or  not  people  are  sym- 
pathetic to  hotel  residents,  they  are 
frustrated  with  the  mismanagement  and 
crime  associated  with  these  properties. 
Thus,  the  ability  to  reach  consensus 
around  residential  hotel  stabilization. 
Still,  it  is  important  to  recognize  the  need 
for  improved  dialogue  around  other 
venues  for  affordable  housing  in  the  Mis- 
sion. In  the  name  of  neighborhood  im- 
provement, some  our  community’s  most 
divisive  battles  have  been  waged  around 
differences  of  opinion  on  affordable 
housing,  and  it  doesn’t  make  sense. 

The  Empty  Half  of  the  Glass 

In  a year,  if  all  goes  well  with  the  voter- 
approved  crime  prevention  money 
(Proposition  Q),  the  Mission  will  have 
learned  a thing  or  two  about  conflict 
resolution  and  consensus  building.  The 
new  Neighborhood  Safety  Partnership 
will  soon  hire  12  community-based  out- 
reach workers,  including  one  solely 
focused  on  the  Mission,  to  build  bridges 
and  link  individuals  and  community 
groups  with  appropriate  resources  and 
training  programs.  Housing  is  one  of  the 
many  areas  the  Partnership  is  prepared  to 
address. 

While  Enterprise  money  will  finance 
some  recognized  solutions  to  neighbor- 
hood woes  in  1996  and  1997,  Proposition 
Q funds  might  enable  us  to  develop  a few 
new  approaches  to  problem-solving  in  the 
years  to  come. 

So,  you’ve  got  to  admit  it:  Whether 
you  fmd  public  policy  and  urban  planning 
mesmerizing  or  monotonous,  stuffy  or 
spellbinding  - this  neighborhood’s  taking 
some  impressive  strides.  We  may  not 
know  where  we’re  going,  but  at  least  plans 
are  clear  enough  that  no  one’s  getting  lost. 


Gigi  Fiorucci 
Don  Russo 


2401  16th  Street 
at  Bryant  Street 

across  from  Seals  Stadium 
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& Banquets 

on  site  parking 

621-9859 


Introducing  the  new 
Women's  Center  with  all  new 
doctors  to  serve  you  better. 

At  the  new  Women's  Center,  we  listened  to  what  you  needed  in  health  care. 

Our  new  staff  of  physicians  is  dedicated  to  serving  you  better.  Together,  we 
developed  a comprehensive  program  designed  with  you  in  mind.  Here  are  your 
new  and  expanded  services: 

•Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  •Family  Planning 
• Pre-Natal  Care  • Birthing  Classes  *Free  Pregnancy  Testing 
•Teen  Clinic  • Menopausal  Services  and  Counseling 
•Wellness  and  Prevention  • Referrals  to  26  Specialists 
•No  Appointments  Necessary  (but  recommended) 

•Extended  Hours  *75%  of  Physicians  are  Women  «Low  Cost 
•Insurance  and  Medi-Cal  accepted  • Bilingual  Services 

Make  an  appointment  today  and  as  a new  patient,  receive  a gynecological  exam 
at  a special  discount.  Offer  ends  March  15,  1996. 

For  more  information  call: 

(415) 285-7788 


St.  Luke's  Women's  Center  services  are  available  at  the  following  locations: 

• Stonestown 

595  Buckingham  Way,  Suite  515 


• St.  Luke's  Women's  Center 
1650  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  285-7788 


• Arthur  H.  Coleman  Medical  Center 

6301  Third  Street,  2nd  Floor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94124 

(415)  656-0142 
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San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

(415)  731-6300 

• Monteagle  Medical  Building 

1580  Valencia  Street,  Suite  506 
San  Francisco,  C A 94110 

(415)  285-0448 


A Part  of  St.  Luke's  Health  Care  Center  and  Affiliated  with  St.  Luke's  Hospital. 
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SATURDAY 

Kvamme  and  Bohm  - Margaret  Martin 
the  former  plays  the  later,  as  well  as 
Ernst,  Beethoven,  and  Mozart  in  an  or- 
gan concert  5PM,  The  Episcopal 
Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist, 
1661  15th  St.,  Free,  861-1436. 

Did  Someone  Call  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment? - Radio  Valencia  is  back  and 
about  the  same  as  ever,  come,  relax 
and  listen  to  the  smokin’  rhythms  of 
Glen  Spearman,  Lisle  Ellis,  and  Donald 
Robinson.  Be  aware  7PM,  Radio 
Valencia  1199  Valencia  St.  at  23rd,  $5 
826-1199 


Basement  Refugees  - By  Rodrigo 
Duarte  Clark  and  set  in  a Mission  Dis- 
trict basement  pits  Marxist  hooliganism 
against  religious  zealotry,  very  acces- 
sible. El  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza,  446 
Valencia  St.,  255-2320  for  more  info., 
Thru  Mar.  17th. 


Fight  the  Right  s Fight  Right  - Chloe 
Watts,  coordinator  for  April  14‘s  “Fight 
the  Right  March."  and  Carole  Seligman, 
author,  chairperson,  speak,  A Socialist 
Action  Forum  (SAF).  8PM,  Socialist 
Action  Bookstore,  3425  Cesar  Chavez 
St.,  $3-$1 .50  firm,  821-0458. 

Uhh,  We'll  Think  of  Something  - 

Carole  Corson  and  Company  perform 
Weaving  in  the  Words,  Dancing  in  the 
Web , improvisational  dance  and  story 
in  collaboration  with  musicians  "Corson 
is  a powerful  engaging  storyteller  ." 
(Oakland  Tribune).  8:15PM,  James 
Howell  Studio,  661/2  Sanchez  St.,  $8- 
$12,  (510)  547-4467,  Also  Mar  2,  9 
(8PM),  10  (7:30PM). 

Invention  and  Excellence  in  Dance  - 

Edge  Makers,  part  of  the  EDGE  Festi- 
val, is  a lot  of  women  acting  dancing, 
choreographing,  telling  stories,  impro- 
vising, and  healing,  Curated  by  Mercy 
Sidbury  8PM,  Dancer's  Group/Foot- 
work, 3221  22nd  St.,  $10-$12,  824- 
5044,  Also  Mar.  2,3,21,22,23,24. 


SUNDAY  S 

Cine  Video  Cubano  - Hasta  Cierto 
Punto,  a gripping  drama;  in  Spanish. 
8PM,  Pena  del  Sur,  2870-A  22nd  St., 
$3  don.,  550-1101. 

Start  to  Stop  Police  Violence  - Na- 
tional Day  of  Protest  on  the  5th  Anni- 
versary of  the  Rodney  King  beating, 
Come  for  a march  to  police  headquar- 
ters, fiery  orators,  and  chanting,  “NO 
justice,  NO  peace"  no  more  please 
4PM,  16th  and  Mission  Sts.',  Free,  Hang 
out  at  Muddy  Waters  for  more  info. 

History's  Herstories  - A visual  art  ex- 
hibition of  mixed  media  works  by  Vir- 
ginia Bowen  examining  the  physical  and 
mental  constraints  faced  by  women 
throughout  history;  opening  reception 
3PM,  LUNA  SEA.  2940  16th  St.,  Free, 
863-2989  _ j / 


MONDAY 
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Major  Lyric  Voice  - Intersection  for  the 
Arts  welcomes  new  Writer-in-Residence 
Sherman  Alexie  with  3 days  of  readings, 
eloquent  chats,  and  coffee.  “Alexie 
writes  with  grit  and  realism — ” Author 
of  Reservation  Blues.  At  various  sites, 
call  Intersection  for  the  Arts  for  more 
information,  626-2787. 

It  was  Quiet— Too  Quiet  - That's  be- 
cause its  Meditation  Week  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  if  you  don't  already  know 
how  to  meditate  or  have  recently  moved 
from  the  Midwest  don’t  miss  these  riv- 
eting classes,  they're  free  remember. 
7PM,  Noe  Valley  Bethany  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  201  Clipper  St..  Free  664- 
1327.  A 


Te  Toca  La  Tinta  - Una  clase  de 
escritura  para  bisexuales  y gay  Latinos 
en  espanol,  com prende?6 :30PM,  Pro- 
yecto  Contrasida  Por  Vida,  Horace  Mann 
Middle  School  #101,  Gratis.  864-7278. 

The  Go  Down  Low  Down  - Jack  Davis 
answers  your  questions  about  men's 
sex  toys,  covering  selection  and  use  of 
dildos,  butt  plugs,  cock  rings,  pumps, 
vibrators,  and  exhaust  manifolds.  Men 
only  8PM,  Good  Vibrations,  1210 
Valencia  St.,  $5,  974-8980. 


WEDNESDAY 

Bacon's  Trip  - Daniel  Bacon,  author  of 
Walking  San  Francisco  on  the  Barbary 
Coast  Trail  will  be  giving  a visual  pre- 
sentation of  the  Barbary  Coast.  7PM, 
Glen  Park  Books,  2788  Diamond  St., 
Free,  586-3733.  , Afe 
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TUESDAY 

FBI  Secrets  - is  former  federal  agent 
M.  Wesley  Swearingen's  (not  his  real 
name)  ringing  indictment  of  the  National 
Police.  Detailed  first-hand  accounts  of 
FBI-orchestrated  assassinations  and 
other  corrupt  stuff;  meet  a nice  guy  too. 
7:30PM,  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.,  Free,  282-9246. 


Coco  Local  - Coco  Fusco  comes  to  MT 
with  English  is  Broken  Here,  a collec- 
tion of  essays  on  black  film,  art  by  Afri- 
can Americans,  Latino  and  Cuban  art- 
ists, and  some  performance  pieces; 
Don't  miss  it,  o-kay?  7:30PM,  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.. 
Free.  282-9246 

Firestone  and  Water  - An  artist  talk  will 
be  held  in  conjunction  with  Slippery 
Water,  a one-person  show  featuring 
mixed  media  sculpture  by  Alan 
Firestone  7:30PM,  Four  Walls,  3160- 
A 16th  St.,  Free,  626-8515. 

Social  Condimentary  - Satirist  Kirk 
Mustard  will  perform  his  one-person 
show,  Mustard  on  America,  Humor, 
parody,  and  satirical  comedy  about  life 
in  the  United  States,  $1  off  with  own 
wiener.  8PM,  Shotwell  Studios,  3252- 
A 19th  St.,  $7-$10,  695-1939. 


SATURDAY 

Learnability  Volunteer  Orientation  - 

San  Francisco  School  Volunteers' 


Composed  by  Kurt  Bier 
Design  by  Navarrete-Alazon 


Learnability  Project  presents  a training 
workshop  and  orientation;  Meet  real 
Learnability  volunteers  and  get  involved. 
10AM,  New  College- Valencia  Theater, 
777  Valencia  St.,  Free,  274-0250. 


Mr.  Johnny  Cash  - And  other  60's 
crooners  (Elvis  et  al)  perform  for  you 
on  video,  musical  lyricism  and  white 
trash  testimonials.  LIVE-the  Collards 
and  Whistleaires.  8:30PM,  ATA  992 
Valencia  St.,  $5,  824-3890. 

Arabesque  Concertesque  Dancesque 

Presents  Different  Dance  Visions,  di- 
rected by  Pepper  Smith,  a program  of 
dance  works  by  lots  of  famous  local 
directors:  Newhouse,  Noton,  Loumbas, 
and  Smith.  8PM,  Brady  Street  Dance 
Center,  60  Brady  St.,  $7/$4,  Also  Mar 
10  (3PM). 


COUNTRY  STATION 

SUSHI  CAFE 


MON-SAT  EVENINGS 

2140  MISSION-SYCAMORE 

(415)  861-0972 


“SSirAAA, 

Develop  strength,  flexibility  and  peace  of  mind  at  Iyengar  Hatha 
Yoga  classes  taught  by  Mary  Iannotti.  Classes  are  on-going, 
join  at  any  time.  Beginners  welcome. 

Tuesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm,  3435  Army  Street  at  Valencia 
Wednesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm,  IYISF,  Taraval  at  27th  Ave. 
Call  Mary  at  (415)  564-4340 


Belly  Dancing  Fine  Teas  & Coffees 
Live  Music  Middle  Eastern  Specialties 

525  Valencia  (between  16th  & 17th)  863-8845 

OPEN  1 1AM  TO  MIDNIGHT  EVERYDAY 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 
SERVING  THE  MISSION 

FREE  INTRODUCTORY  CLASS  TUESDAYS  AT  7PM 
A non  sectariaa  approach  to  Buddhism  in  the 
modern  world.  Offering  a comprehensive 
introduction  to  the  Art  of  Meditation. 
call  for  schedule 

37  Bartlett  St  (at  21st)  282  2018 

The  SF  Buddhist  Center  is  a non-profit  organization  and  pail  of 
Tht  Fntnds  of  the  Western  Buddhist  Order  an  International  Buddhist  Movement. 
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SUNDAY 


Trill  Tykes  - The  San  Francisco 
Children's  Chorus  present  their  spring 
concert  featuring  the  chorus'  favorite 
pop  tunes.  Urs  Leonhardt  Steiner,  is  the 
director,  ya.  3PM,  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.,  Free,  647-3890. 
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TUESDAY 


He  was  Once  Though  - Monica  and 
Steve  Arntson  read  poetry,  open  mike  fol- 
lows so  you  can  too,  hooray  7PM,  3300 
Club,  3300  Mission  St.,  Free,  826-6886. 
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WEDNESDAY 

The  Price  of  Paternalism  - Selma 
James,  London  based  activist/author, 
will  speak  on:  “The  Global  Economy: 
Women's  Hidden  Work,”  Co-sponsored 
by  the  SF  Greens/Wages  for  House- 
work Campaign,  rice  and  beans  avail- 
able for  small  fee.  7:30PM,  New  Col- 
lege Cultural  Center,  766  Valencia  St., 
$5-$10,  626-4114. 


Specific  - Hidden  Parts,  a 23-minute 
film  featuring  an  all-Latino  cast,  and 
which  drew  a crowd  of  121  people  when 
last  shown,  returns  to  the  Mission,  shot 
in  San  Francisco  and  well  received  in 
Austin,  must  see.  8PM,  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center,  2868  Mission  St.,  $1 , 564- 
6462. 
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THURSDAY 

Queer  & Latina=$25  - Focus  Group  for 
Queer  Latinas,  share  thoughts,  eat 
some  pizza,  and  get  25  bucks;  must  be 
queer,  Latina,  and  under  25,  pretty  good 
deal.  6:30PM,  Proyecto  Contrasida  Por 
Vida,  2973  16th  St.,  -$25,  864-7278. 

Let  It  All  Hang  Out  - Exhibitionism  for 
the  Brazen,  a seminar  taught  by  Carol 
Queen,  will  feature  Talking  Dirty,  Exotic 
Dancing,  Dressing  Up,  and  Speaking 
in  Tongues-,  prayer  group  follows.  8PM, 
Good  Vibrations,  1210  Valencia  St 
$20,  974-8980. 
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FRIDAY 

Brazen  Brazilians  - An  evening  of  bilin- 
gual poetry,  prose,  and  oral  history  by 
women  writers  from  the  Bay  Area's  Bra- 
zilian community,  vivid  tales.  7:30PM, 
Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia, 
$3-$5  none  shunned,  282-9246 


3 Too  Many  - Spellbound  Productions 
presents  Three  Stories,  three  one  act 
plays  with  narration:  Lauren  Lundgren's 
The  Coming  of  the  Dragon  King,  and 
others,  Tara  Reid  and  Marc  Sabin.  8PM 
Fri.  & Sat ./3PM  Sun.,  Noh  Space,  2840 
Mariposa  St.,  $10-$12,  585-3955,  Thru 
Mar.  31. 

16 

SATURDAY 

What,  This  Isn't  a Drive  Through?  - 

More  Jazz  at  Radio  Valencia:  Oluyemi 
Thomas  with  Gino  Robair  and  separately, 
Roberto  DeHaven.  7PM,  Radio  Valencia, 
1199  Valencia  St.,  $5,  826-1199. 


Free  Stuff  - Shay,  Michael  and  Martin 
Black  share  an  afternoon  of  Irish  words 
and  music  at  one  of  SF's  most  historical 
and  traditional  Irish  bars,  free  corned  beef 
and  admission;  no  Limeys.  Noon,  3300 
Club,  3300  Mission  St.,  Free,  826-6886 
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SUNDAY 

ASCAP  Award  Winners  - SF  Cham- 
ber Singers  presents  “A  New  World,” 
exploring  and  celebrating  contemporary 
choral  gems  from  Cuba  and  the  Ameri- 
cas; music  from  Cuba,  Brazil,  Argen- 
tina, Columbia,  and  more.  5:30Pm, 
Mission  Dolores  Basilica,  16th  St.  & 
Dolores  St.,  Adv.  $13. 50/$  10.50  $15  at 
door,  771-3352. 
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MONDAY 


Get  the  Lead  Out  - With  the  HEPA 
vacuum  (got  no  idea),  but  apparently 
these  vacuums  will  be  available  for  you 
to  use,  through  Mar.  30,  to  safely  re- 
move lead  dust,  weird.  Call  St.  Peter's 
Housing  Committee  for  more  informa- 
tion 282-8877. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Flee  Leonard  Peltier  - At  a protest  with 
the  theme  of  “Civil  Disobedience  for 
Leonard  Peltier,"  unjustly  jailed  and 
called  unpleasant  names,  it's  time  for 
action,  or  something  like  that.  6:30AM 
(that's  right),  Federal  Building,  450 
Golden  Gate  Ave.,  Freedom,  386-4373. 


Byrd  Brainy  - Bristle,  presented  by  in- 
ternationally renowned  Donald  Byrd/The 
Group,  is  an  explosive,  sensual,  and 
ceaselessly  energetic  full-evening  work 
(sounds  like  it),  contemporary  urban 
society,  intimacy,  and  loneliness.  8PM, 
Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  St.,  $12.50/ 
$20.50,  621-7797,  Also  Mar.  21-24,  30 
31  at  2PM. 


Look  but  don't  Touch  - the  obsessive 
voyeurism  of  some  male  homosexuals: 
Isabel  Hegner's  20  minute  film  on  Robert 
Mapplethorpe,  Wallin's  Black  Sheep  Boy, 
ritual  undressing,  and  more.  8:30PM, 
ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  $5,  824-3890. 


WEDNESDAY 


Out  Open  Reading  - Come  read  your 
works  at  the  Bay  Area”s  only  monthly 
open  reading  for  the  Queer  Community 
7:30PM,  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.,  Free,  282-9246 


Home  Grown  - THE  BEAST:  The  Do- 
mestic Violence  Project,  by  Donald 
Byrd,  explores  the  role  of  emotional  and 
psychological  violence  in  the  arena  of 
domestic  violence.  8PM,  Theater 
Artaud,  450  Florida  St.,  $12.50/$20.50, 


ozw/y/,  inru  Mar.  29 
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Sign  Up  - Registration  for  new  students 
for  CMC  1996  Spring  Quarter  Classes 


and  private  lessons,  all  fees  on  a slid- 
ing scale,  some  courses  tuition-free 
3PM,  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  St..  647-6015,  Also  Mar  30  1PM 

30 

SATURDAY 

De  Rompe  Y Raja  - Por  demanda 
popular  vuelven  estos  grandes 
exponentes  de  la  cancion  criolla  y el 
folklore  a afro-peruano;  Juan  Cuba, 
Carlos  Pastor,  Pedro  Rosales  y mas 
10PM,  Pena  Del  Sur,  2870-A  22nd  St 
$3,  550-1101. 

Cesar  Chavez  Honored  - At  Si  Se 

Puede  Mural  Dedication  and  Celebra- 
tion; a Mayan  Blessing,  speakers  from 
United  Farmworkers  of  America,  folk 
music,  food,  information  booths,  and 
hands-on  activities.  Noon.,  Cesar 
Chavez  Elementary  School,  Shotwell 
between  22nd  & 23rd,  Free,  285-2287 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 


SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 


3147  16TH  ST.  TEL.  552-9122 
M-F  6 TO  5/ SAT  7 TO  5 
SUN  7 TO  4 


The  Best  Breakfast 

in  the 


Kickin ' Coffee 
Local  Art 


577  VALENCIA  STREET 

Tuesday  thru  Friday:  7:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
Saturdays  & Sundays:  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays 


HOUSE  SPECIALTIES 

Fritatta  Solare  • Cornmeal  Pancakes 
Angel  Taters  • Tofu  Stirfry 
Homemade  Bread  • Sweet  Potato  Homefries 
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"Green  16"  and  Other  Good  Ideas 

Ti-Couz  Serves  Up  Great  Crepes  and  Original  Thinking  About  Work  and  the  Environment 


by  Victor  Miller 

In  the  popular  imagination  (based 
largely  on  reality),  restaurants  are  run  by 
dictatorial  proprietors  whose  absolute 
rule  is  enforced  by  outbursts  of  volcanic 
rage.  In  the  trendier  dining  spots,  the  aris- 
tocratic chefs  icy  aloofness  serves  as  a 
counterpoint  to  the  hot-tempered  owner. 
The  staff  carries  on  in  sullen  resentment 
at  the  management’s  disdain,  sustained  by 
tips  and  visions  of  retribution.  While  this 
is  not  the  case  in  all  restaurants,  it  is  a 
scenario  played  out  in  many  of  your  more 
upscale  establishments. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum  are 
experiments  in  workplace  innovation  un- 
related to  business  viability  that,  while 
producing  an  amiable  job  ambiance,  are 
prone  to  rapid  insolvency. 

Ti-Couz,  that  trendy  but  affordable 
creperie  at  16th  and  Valencia,  has 
avoided  these  two  extremes  and,  in  its 
short  four  year  history,  has  developed  a 
unique  teamworkplace  that  has  enhanced 
not  only  the  restaurant’s  popularity  but  its 
profitability  as  well. 

Successful  experimentation  in  another 
area,  environmental  responsibility,  has 
been  the  inspiration  for  creating  a net- 
work of  environmentally  aware  businesses 
and  residents  along  16th  Street  called  the 
"Green  16,"  which  Ti-Couz  personnel  are 
hoping  to  get  off  the  ground  this  month. 

To  the  shock  of  some  Ti-Couz  cus- 
tomers, in  January  the  restaurant  stopped 
providing  take-out  containers  for  left- 
overs as  an  effort  to  reduce  waste.  Ac- 
cording to  Ti-Couz  owner  Sylvie  Le  Mer, 
only  about  3%  of  leftovers  are  actually 
eaten;  75%  - 80%  is  simply  forgotten  at 
the  restaurant.  Most  of  the  rest  dies  a 
lingering  death  in  the  back  reaches  of 
home  refrigerators  or  is  discarded  when 
the  prospective  snacker  discovers  that 
crepes,  unlike  pizza,  do  not  keep  well. 

Ti-Couz  staff  now  advise  people 
against  over-ordering  and  thus  wasting 


food,  an  unsettling  concept  to  some  con- 
sumer-oriented diners  nurtured  from  in- 
fancy on  the  sanctity  of  their  God-given 
right  to  a doggy  bag. 

At  the  urging  of  Ti-Couz  employees 
Sonia  Ondish  and  Ocean  Berg,  San  Fran- 
cisco State  University  did  an  analysis  of 
the  creperie’s  "waste  stream"  and  deter- 
mined what  could  be  recycled,  what  could 
be  composted,  and  what  was  just  plain  old 
garbage.  Recycling  bins  are  now  in  place, 
and  a community  garden  is  sought  for 
composting.  Along  with  the  doggy  bag 
ban,  these  simple  steps  have  put  Ti-Couz 
in  the  vanguard  of  environmentally  cor- 
rect business  practices.  They  also  parallel 
city  government’s  campaign  for  a "Sus- 
tainable City,"  which  aims  to  reduce  waste 
in  the  private  sector  by  50%  by  the  year 
2000. 

City  government  has  been  both  helpful 
and  obstructive  in  Ti-Couzs  plan  to  maxi- 
mize recycling  efforts.  On  the  one  hand, 
the  San  Francisco  Recycling  Center  has 
been  a valuable  source  of  information  and 
assistance;  on  the  other  hand.  Health 
Department  regulations  preclude  basic 
waste-saving  policies  such  as  the  use  of 
recyclable  doilies. 

Le  Mer  feels  a large  part  of  the  prob- 
lem of  getting  businesses  to  go  green  lies 
in  misinformation.  "It’s  really  cost  effec- 
tive," she  says.  There’s  a myth  that 
recycled  products  and  recycling  are  more 
expensive.  For  recycling  the  effort  is  in 
disciplining  yourself  to  put  [materials]  in 
the  right  place;  it’s  not  the  cost  at  all." 

• Le  Mer  does  not  label  herself  an  en- 
vironmentalist. "I’m  just  someone  who 
wants  to  make  a difference  in  what  I use 
and  what  I abuse,"  she  says. 

The  Idea  of  Unmanagement 

The  environmental  organizing  effort  is 
an  idea  you  would  expect  from  a 
democratic  workplace  that  functions 
without  managers  and  doesn’t  hire 
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Ti-Couz  proprietress  Sylvie  Le  Mer  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


waiters. 

Ti-Couz  opened  in  June  of  1992  with 
just  10  staff  members.  It  doubled  its  floor 
space  in  February  of  1995  and  now 
employs  38  people,  25  full  time,  making  it 
the  largest  employer  on  the  16th  Street 
commercial  strip.  But  getting  hired  is  not 
just  a matter  of  having  a good  resume  or 
knowing  somebody,  it  requires  being  ac- 
cepted and  evaluated  by  the  staff.  A rotat- 
ing committee  of  employees  reviews 
applicant  resumes  and  refers  the  most 
promising  ones  to  an  interview  commit- 
tee, also  composed  of  a rotating  group  of 
employees,  that  conducts  a one-hour  in- 
terview. 

Le  Mer  becomes  involved  only  after 
the  second  group  reaches  (or  fails  to 
reach)  consensus.  This  system  is  designed 
to  produce  a congenial  and  efficient  team 
and  to  avoid  the  horror,  the  horror,  of 
many  wage  earners:  working  with  idiot 
in-laws  of  the  boss. 

New  employees  are  required  to  cross- 
train  in  two  jobs,  one  of  which  is  usually 
waiter,  which  is  why  Ti-Couz  never  hires 
waiters.  Two  weeks  of  training  (five  shifts 
per  job)  is  followed  by  a three-month  trial 
period  and  finally,  a permanent  position. 

Le  Mer  says  there  are  several  ad- 
vantages to  the  cross-training  require- 
ment: "It  eliminates  a lot  of  problems  in 
communication  because  if  you’re  doing 
somebody  else’s  work,  you  have  a lot  more 
respect  for  what  they  do."  It’s  also  easier 
for  employees  to  get  emergency  time  off 
or  to  schedule  vacations  because  theres  a 
much  larger  pool  of  skilled  replacements 
to  call  on. 

And  what  about  managers,  those 
geeks  with  clipboards  always  breathing 
down  your  neck?  Under  the  Ti-Couz  sys- 
tem, they  are  eliminated.  Staff  meetings 
are  held  to  vote  for  the  most  able  people 
in  a particular  area  (bartending,  serving, 
kitchen  work,  etc.),  and  those  people  are 


designated  as  captains  of  their  respective 
areas  for  six  months.  Captains  are  paid  at 
a higher  rate  for  those  hours  they  put  as 
captains;  they  draw  the  same  pay  as 
anybody  else  when  working  their  regular 
job.  As  captains,  they  bear  the  respon- 
sibility for  anything  that  goes  wrong  or 
right  in  their  area. 

"It  kind  of  centralizes  the  consensus 
process,"  says  Le  Mer.  "It  was  hard  getting 
it  there,  but  now  it’s  really  easy.  It  was 
hard  finding  the  management  and  the 
visionary  tools  to  explain  to  them  where  I 
wanted  to  go  with  that.  It’s  so  much  easier 
to  blame  things  on  the  manager  than  to 
blame  things  on  yourself.  For  me,  the 
philosophy  behind  it  is  I want  to  be  around 
empowered  people."  Le  Mer  hopes  that 
eventually  all  employees  will  serve  as  cap- 
tains. 

Other  aspects  of  the  Ti-Couz  system 
include  a modified  version  of  tip  pooling 
When  servers  post  their  total  sales  figures, 
15%  is  allotted  as  tips,  and  a fourth  of  that 
15%  is  placed  in  a common  pool  shared 
by  all.  Ti-Couz  pays  25%  of  its  employees’ 
medical  and  dental  benefits  for  the  first 
year  and  50%  thereafter.  One  week  of 
vacation  time  is  allotted  for  each  year  on 
the  job  up  to  a maximum  of  four. 

Le  Mer  believes  the  atmosphere 
created  by  all  this  constant  labor/un- 
management  refining  pays  by  making  Ti- 
Couz  a warm,  spontaneous  place.  This, 
just  as  much  as  the  quality  of  the  food,  has 
contributed  significantly  to  Ti-Couz’s 
phenomenal  popularity.  "I  see  these 
people  lined  up  on  Friday  or  Saturday 
night,  waiting  patiently  and  just  having  a 
good  time  - and  you  know  nobody  waits 
around  an  hour  and  a half  just  to  have  a 
four  dollar  crepe,"  says  Le  Mer.  "I  think  a 
lot  of  people  come  here  because  we’ve 
created  something  special.  This  makes  me 
very  happy." 
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Yamo:  Authentic  Thai  Food  at  Bargain  Prices 


Nan  Thana  fastest  Thai  cook  in  San  Francisco  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


by  Kevin  Horwitz 

Yamo  Thai  Kitchen  is  a cozy 
counter  restaurant  conveniently  located 
on  the  comer  of  18th  and  Mission.  If  you 
are  looking  for  a large,  ostentatious  res- 
taurant, you  will  not  find  it  here.  What 
you  will  find  is  an  amazing  selection  of 
lunch  specials  for  $3.95,  grilled  to  perfec- 
tion by  owner-chef  Nan  Thana,  the  firey 
young  Thai  woman  who  opened  Yamo’s  a 
couple  of  months  ago  on  a shoestring 
budget.  The  restaurant  is  named  after  a 
woman  warrior  who’s  revered  in  Thailand 
as  a kind-of  Joan  d’Arc.  In  Nakhon 
Ratchasima  just  outside  Bangkok,  a 
large  statue  of  Yamo  marks  the  site  of  an 
annual  celebration  honoring  this  famous 
warrior.  Nan  Thana  has  undoubtedly  got 
some  warrior  in  her,  too,  judging  by  the 
lightening  speed  with  which  she  slices  and 
dices  those  Thai  dishes.  Nan  learned  her 
skills  with  the  knife  during  a decade  long 
tenure  as  butcher. 

If  you  like  peanut  sauce,  Kao  Param, 
Pad  Thai,  or  Pad  Thai  vegetarian  might 
appeal.  Kao  Param  is  delicately  sauteed 
with  slices  of  cabbage  and  spinach,  your 
choice  of  chicken  or  beef,  and  ground 
peanut  sauce.  Served  over  a bed  of  rice, 
it  is  a filling  and  delicious  meal.  Pad  Thai 
combines  bean  cakes  and  bean  sprouts 
with  sauteed  chicken,  and  is  served  over 
pan-fried  noodles  instead  of  rice.  Pad 
Thai  vegetarian  is  made  with  egg,  bean 
sprouts,  and  small  chunks  of  browned 
tofu,  and  is  served  over  pan-fried  noodles. 


The  ground  peanut  flavor  permeates  all 
three  of  these  dishes,  and  the  vegetables 
are  cooked  to  just  the  right  consistency. 

Yamo  has  numerous  other  vegetarian 
selections,  including  spicy  sauteed 
Japanese  eggplant  with  garlic,  or  sauteed 
tofu  with  chili  paste  and  string  beans  for 


those  who  prefer  a hotter, "biting"  flavor. 
Soup  lovers  might  enjoy  soup  noodles,  the 
$4.95  lunch  special-  it  comes  with  your 
choice  of  roast  duck,  beef,  or  boneless 
chicken.  For  a medium-spicy  treat,  try  the 
Guai  Tiew  Tom  Yum.  This  has  a little  of 
everything-  noodles,  prawns,  ground 
pork,  fish  cake,  and  calamari,  floating  in 


a seasoned  hot  and  sour  broth!  At  these 
prices,  you  can  definitely  afford  to  experi- 
ment with  the  various  specialties  at  Yamo, 
and  if  you  go  during  regular  lunch  hours, 
11  a.m.  to  3 p.m.,  you  will  get  a bird’s  eye 
view  of  all  of  the  Thai  food  that  is 
prepared. 

In  addition  to  lunch,  Y amo  specializes 
in  take-out  food.  The  portions  tend  to  be 
a little  bigger  for  take-out,  and  you  will 
find  the  service  consistently  careful  and 
quick-  so  this  might  be  just  the  thing  for 
one  of  those  leisurely  evenings  at  home. 
The  dinners  range  anywhere  from  $5.95  to 
$8.95  and  include  the  full  array  of  tradi- 
tional Thai  dishes.  Try  Tom  ka  gai , a 
coconut  milk  soup  with  chicken,  mush- 
rooms, and  lime  juice.  Or  sample  the  bar- 
beque  pork,  thick  strips  of  succulent 
meat  marinated  in  garlic  and  served  with 
a delicious  house  sauce.  Thai  iced  tea  or 
Thai  iced  coffee  (priced  at  $1.50)  nicely 
compliments  the  meal.  If  you  are  still 
hungry  after  all  of  this  authentic  Thai 
food,  go  ahead  and  order  dessert!  Sticky 
rice  with  mangoes,  in  fact,  is  a perfect  way 
to  cap  off  the  meal  You  get  several  slices 
of  mango  with  a scoop  of  rice  that  has  a 
sweet,  milky  texture.  It  will  leave  you 
refreshed  and  pleasantly  satisfied, 
without  the  "heaviness"  of  American  des- 
serts. 

* Yamo  Thai  Kitchen  is  located  at  3406 
18th  Street...  or  reach  them  by  telephone 
at  415-553-8911. 
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2940  - 16TH  STREET,  STE.  305 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

PHONE:  415-431-2268  - FAX:  415-255-7891 

If  you  live  or  work  in  the  Mission  District 
check  out  the  credit  union! 
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We  are  here  to  serve  you!!! 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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Rasoi:  A Feast  for  the  Eyes  and  the  Palate 


by  Bronwyn  Neal 

In  my  favorite  new  cookbook, 
Laxmi’s  Vegetarian  Kitchen , culinary  god- 
dess Laxmi  Hiremath  quotes  from  the 
memoir  of  Babur,  founder  of  the  Mughal 
empire  in  India:  "Had  my  countrymen  had 
the  knowledge  of  spices  the  Indians  have, 
I would  have  conquered  the  world." 
Rasoi,  recently  opened  on  Valencia 
Street,  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
taste  for  yourself  what  Babur  meant. 

All  in  all,  Rasoi’s  menu  is  a delightful 
“and, with  26  entrees,  comprehensive  -as- 
sembly of  flavors.  Rasoi  specializes  in 
Northern  Indian  cuisine,  which  tends  to 
steer  clear  of  the  mustard  seed,  turmeric, 
kari  leaves,  and  chiles  common  to 
Southern  Indian  food,  in  favor  of  spices 
like  cumin,  coriander,  cinnamon,  nutmeg, 
bay  leaves,  and  cloves.  Everything  tasted 
fresh,  and  it  was  an  unexpected  pleasure 
to  find  oil,  often  applied  in  Indian  cuisine 
with  alarming  abandon,  used  with  perfect 
restraint. 

Rasoi  describes  itself  as  "Indian  food 
with  a new  attitude";  that  attitude  was 
apparent  from  the  moment  I stepped 
through  the  restaurant’s  heavily  varnished 
wooden  door  onto  its  hardwood  floor. 
The  decor,  the  work  of  local  husband- 
and-wife  team  Enrique  and  Ana  Chum- 
pitaz,  is  decidedly  upscale,  yet 
comfortable  and  attractive.  Tawny, 
autumnal  colors  abound  on  every  surface, 
including  those  in  the  restroom,  which 
gave  me  the  distinct  feeling  of  stepping 
into  an  Henri  Matisse  painting.  An  im- 
pressive cosmic  collage  graces  the  bar, 
and  each  table  sports  a unique,  hand- 
painted  design. 

The  same  attention  to  detail  was 
present  in  the  food.  We  started  off  our 
meal  with  a round  of  lassi,  a traditional 
Indian  yogurt  beverage  not  dissimilar  to  a 
milkshake.  I sampled  my  friend’s  mango 
lassi,  which  was  faultless,  but  it  was  my 
own  rosewater  lassi  — thick,  creamy,  and 
sweet  with  a healthy  sprinkling  of  nuts  - 


that  made  me  positively  ecstatic. 

Lassi  was  the  perfect  companion  for 
our  first  appetizer  of  vegetable  samosas. 
Rasoi’s  version  of  the  plump,  triangular 
turnovers  are  filled  with  the  traditional 
seasoned  potato  and  peas,  and  are  served 
with  tangy  tamarind  chutney  and  mint 
yogurt,  which  compete  to  upstage  them. 
Another  mouthwatering  sauce,  tomato 
garlic,  came  with  our  second  appetizer  of 
fresh  vegetables  dipped  in  spiced  garban- 
zo  batter  and  deep  fried.  The  crunchy, 
flavorful  batter  contrasted  nicely  with  the 
fresh  broccoli  beneath. 

If  I had  to  order  a different  appetizer, 
I would  probably  pick  the  Jingha  Til 
Tinka,  skewered  prawns  coated  with 
sesame  seeds  and  marinated  in  mace  and 
cardomom-flavored  yogurt.  That’s  be- 
cause the  prawn  entree  I ordered  was 
truly  smashing.  The  Tandoori  Jingha,  or 
jumbo  prawns  with  herbs  and  spices 
broiled  over  charcoal,  appeared  at  our 
table  what  must  have  been  mere  seconds 
after  it  was  taken  out  of  the  Tandoori 
oven,  impossibly  hot  and  spluttering  in  its 
dish,  a cloud  of  steam  half  obscuring  the 
prawns’  bed  of  delicious  onions  and  green 
peppers. 

Nearly  as  impressive  was  the  Aloo 
Chutneywale,  potato  halves  stuffed  with 
paneer  cheese  and  simmered  in  tamarind 
chutney  and  tomatoes.  This  dish  was  the 
most  gourmet  looking  and  tasting  entree 
we  ordered -I  couldn’t  stop  myself  from 
picturing  the  cook  diligently  stuffing  the 
cheese  into  the  potato  so  that  the  layer 
looked  level  —but  my  downscale  dinner 
party  held  no  grudges,  and  the  entree 
quickly  disappeared. 

The  Murgh  Tikka  Masala,  chicken 
simmered  in  a cream  tomato  sauce  with 
fenugreek  and  a dash  of  brandy,  was  not 
quite  up  to  the  level  of  the  Aloo,  but  its 
shortcomings  were  nothing  a teaspoon  of 
cayenne  pepper  couldnt  fix.  Ordered 
spicy , its  subtle  seasoning  was  certainly 
tasty,  but  needed  more  of  the  kick  that 
makes  this  Indian  dish  my  favorite. 


Rasoi’s  ample  servings  were  made  all 
the  more  ample  by  the  dahl  and  basmati 
rice  that  came  with  our  large  plates.  The 
dahl,  intricately  spiced  stewed  lentils,  had 
a way  of  teasing  my  taste  buds  that  im- 
pressed me  more  with  every  mouthful 
especially  as  I came  back  to  it  as  a break 
between  the  other  entrees.  Chewy  nan 
bread  comes  in  more-than-adequate 
sized  baskets;  both  plain  and  garlic  were 
still  warm  from  the  oven  and  delicious. 

For  dessert,  I recommend  the  Kulfi,  or 
Indian  ice  cream  with  saffron,  pistachios, 
and  raspberry  syrup.  If  the  fact  that  saf- 
fron is  the  world’s  most  expensive  spice  (it 
takes  about  a quarter  of  a million  saffron 
crocus  flowers  to  produce  one  pound  of 
saffron)  isn’t  enough  of  a reason  to  order 
Kulfi , its  velvety  texture  is.  It  tastes  great 
with  a cup  of  chai,  a good,  strong  tea 
whose  body  is  so  substantial  it  approaches 
coffee. 

Between  the  dinner  and  the  decor 
(both  of  which  were  handsomely  comple- 
mented by  our  server’s  dry  wit),  Rasoi  was 
an  altogether  lavish  sensory  experience.  If 


Rasoi  has  any  drawback,  it’s  that  the 
prices  are  on  the  lavish  side,  too,  for  the 
Mission.  The  six  vegetarian  entrees  are 
either  $8.50  or  $9.50,  and  meat  entrees 
range  from  $10.00  to  $15.00.  Incidentally, 
if  you  are  a lamb  fan,  Rasoi  offers  eight 
lamb  entrees,  including  such  delectable- 
sounding  treats  as  Adraki  Chaamp,  or 
ginger  lamb  chops  in  a creamy  cumin- 
based  marinade,  and  Keema  Sali,  or  spicy 
lamb  mince  with  fresh  mushrooms, 
tomatoes,  and  straw  potatoes.  (Rasoi  also 
offers  six  chicken  entrees  and  four 
seafood  entrees.) 

But  don’t  let  the  menu  prices  scare  you 
away.  If  you  actually  live  in  the  Mission 
and  don’t  have  a Noe  Valley  or  Castro 
income,  the  $5.95  all-you-can-eat  lunch 
buffet  (served  Monday  through  Friday)  is 
definitely  the  way  to  go. 

Rasoi  is  located  at  1037  Valencia 
Street,  between  21st  and  22nd  Streets. 
Lunch  is  served  from  11  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.; 
dinner  from  5:30  p.m.  to  10:30  p.m. 
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You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  • 

Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 
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Youv'b  never  seen  a Rainbow 

LIKE  THIS  HEFOKi: 


• Indoor  parking 

• Three  times  more  floor  space  // 

• wider  aisles  in  a unified  Grocery  & General  Store 


supplements  and  ecologically-minded  products 
Discount  prices  during  our  April  Grand  Opening 
Celebration  . ^ ''  ~~ 


Welcome  to  tub 

New  Rainbow  Grocery 


Coming  the  last  week  of  March 
to  1 745  Folsom  St.  @ 1 3th 
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by  Monica  Conrady 

IVIarch  is  the  month  when  San 
Francisco’s  Carnaval  season  really  starts 
to  pick  up.  Now’s  the  time  to  dust  off  the 
sequins,  dig  out  the  junk  jewelry,  get  those 
hips  moving  and  those  toes  tapping. 

The  27th  annual  Friends  of  Brazil  Car- 
naval  Ball  at  the  Galleria  kicked  things  off 
in  grand  style.  The  wall-to-wall  crowd  en- 
joyed non-stop  music  and  entertainment. 
Celia  Malheiros,  Liza  Silva,  and  the 
Brazilian  All-Stars  Big  Band  belted  them 
out  between  floor  shows  by  Foga  Na 
Roupa  with  Carlos  Aceituno  and 
Aquarela  with  Maria  Sousa.  Among  those 
dancing  up  a storm  on  the  upper  stage  was 
Rhonda  Stagnaro  and  Rosie  Lopez  More. 
Rosie  is  featured  in  a new  video,  Conga 
Drumming:  A Beginner’s  Video  Guide.  She 
hails  from  Havana’s  legendary  Tropicana 
Nightclub  --  definitely  Cuba’s  loss  and  our 
gain.  I’d  say. 

Speaking  of  Cuba,  Sheila  Kenny  and 
Anita  Amirrezvani  recently  spent  two 
weeks  in  Havana  studying  popular  dance 
at  the  Escuela  National  del  Arte  with 
Caribbean  Music  and  Dance  Programs  of 
Oakland.  This  company  sponsors  music 
and  dance  workshops  in  Cuba  throughout 
the  year  (510-444-5412).  Watch  out  for 
some  cool  new  moves  by  these  two  lovely 
salseras. 

Among  those  adding  glamour  and  piz- 
zazz to  Mayor  Willie  Brown’s  inaugural 
party  for  the  masses  at  Pier  45  in  January 
were  Samba  schools  Ginga  Brasil,  Samba 
do  Coracao,  and  Escola  Nova  de  Samba. 

Mark  your  calendars  for  the  annual 
King  and  Queen  Contest  to  be  held  at  7 
p.m.  on  Sunday,  March  31  at  the  Caribee 
Dance  Center,  1408  Webster  St.,  Oak- 


land. Come  and  applaud  this  year’s  hope- 
fuls as  they  strut  their  stuff.  (For  an  ap- 
plication, call  415-826-1401.)  The  Bay 
Area  abounds  with  creativity  and  talent, 
but  Jean  Luc  Stora  and  Maria  Sousa,  last 
year’s  king  and  queen,  will  be  a hard  act 
to  follow.  Admission  is  free  for  contest- 
ants and  $5  for  the  rest  of  us. 

As  usual,  Carnaval  San  Francisco  will 
be  held  on  Memorial  Day  weekend.  May 
25  and  26,  with  the  Grand  Parade  on  Sun- 
day. This  year’s  theme  is  "Children’s  Fairy 
Tales."  The  identity  of  the  Grand  Mar- 
shall is  not  yet  known.  Stay  tuned. 

The  cultures  of  Brazil  and  Haiti  came 
together  at  Fort  Mason  Center  in  early 
February  when  Aluadomar,  the  Brazilian 
ensemble,  and  Blanche  Brown’s  Group, 
Petit  La  Croix,  joined  forces  for  an  eve- 
ning of  rhythm  and  dance.  A superb  show 
by  all  accounts. 

Some  phone  calls  around  the  Carnaval 
community  produced  the  following  news 
items. 

Ms.  Sweetwaist  (a.k.a.  Suzanne  Lud- 
lum)  reports  that  the  All  Ah  We  Dance  & 
Drum  Ensemble  has  been  researching 
children’s  fairytales.  Their  Carnaval 
theme  is  "How  Calaloo  came  to  be,"  a 
story  that  describes  how  different  cultures 
came  to  Trinidad  and  mixed,  just  like  the 
mix  of  ingredients  that  go  into  calaloo 
soup.  Three  Bay  Area  schools  will  par- 
ticipate. 

Mas  Salsa,  the  hot  salsa  group,  is  gear- 
ing up  for  its  third  year  of  Carnaval. 
Choreography  will  be  by  Sammy,  who 
teaches  New  York-style  salsa.  Rehearsals 
will  once  again  be  held  at  Kimball’s  Car- 
naval in  Emeryville.  So  if  salsa  is  your 
thing,  call  Cindy  Unruh  for  details  (510- 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
611  Florida  Street  (Near  18th  St.) 
S.F.,  CA  94110 
(415)  285-8588 

VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 


LOVE  YOUR  VW? 

WANNA  KEEP  IT  ALIVE? 

WE  OFFER  YOU  THREE  POSSIBILITIES 


• Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics 
with  a combined  total  of  70  years  of  VW  repair 
experience 


• We  offer  a unique  service  with  our  "do  it  yourself" 
plan.  Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to 
work,  the  tools  you  need,  and  the  technical 
advice  to  get  the  job  done 

• We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes 

► A VW  Repair  Class  specifically  for  learning 
about  your  air-cooled  VW 

► Basic  Auto  Mechanics  for  Men  & Women 


You  can  see  that  we  have  all  bases  cov- 
ered Wo  would  bo  ploasod  to  assist  you  In 
any  of  tho  directions  you  chooso 


San  Francisco  Auto  Repair  Center 
services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

(415)  285-8588 


$10  OFF 
SMOG 

INSPECTION 


FREE  BRAKE  & 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
($22  VALUE) 
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562-6713). 

Samba  do  Coracao  will  appear  in  the 
Ethnic  Dance  Festival  the  weekend  of 
June  14-16.  Mary  Dollar,  currently  in 
Brazil  for  Carnaval,  visited  Recife  and 
Olinda  and  saw  lots  of  frevo  dancing.  Fer- 
nando di  Sanjines  says  this  year  they  are 
going  to  have  "more  fun,  less  work,  more 
spirit,  and  less  cost."  And  a red  hot 
bateria. 

Ginga  Brazil’s  Conceicao  Damasceno 
has  also  been  in  Brazil,  with  baby  in  tow. 
Ginga  Brazil  is  planning  a children’s 
theme  for  Carnaval  San  Francisco;  a 
series  of  parties  is  also  planned. 

The  year  got  off  to  a good  start  for 
Chalo  Eduardo  and  the  Escola  Nova  de 
Samba  when  they  appeared  with  Carlos 
Santana  at  the  Embarcadero’s  huge  New 
Year’s  Eve  bash.  Josephine  Morada  says 
this  year’s  theme  will  be  "Maracatu  for  the 
Saints,"  a processional  tribute  to  four 


Orishas.  Children  from  Longfellow 
Elementary  School  will  participate.  Re- 
hearsals start  in  March. 

Hilda  Reiner  of  Samba  Tropical  is  un- 
decided about  her  plans  at  this  point.  Last 
year,  her  contingent  paraded  with  Betho 
Filho  and  Oju  Oba.  Hilda  teaches  hot 
samba  rhythms  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
at  Beth  Abram’s  dance  studio  (415-585- 
2195). 

Every  year,  the  siren  call  of  the  world’s 
great  Camavals  is  heard  and  answered  by 
local  aficionados.  To  Brazil  went  Beicola, 
Betho,  Conceicao,  Mary,  Chanita  and 
Glenn,  Paula  and  Henry,  and  Jan  Mc- 
Dermott. Mary  Kay  Mitchell  checked  out 
New  Orleans,  and  Louise  Garberino  was 
last  heard  of  heading  for  Trinidad. 

Chris  Collins  and  his  wife,  Wendy,  are 
back  from  Europe  where  they  "did"  three 
Carnavals.  Chris  will  have  many  tales  to 
tell,  so  watch  this  space  next  month! 


’Presenr  this  Ad  to  receive  special  price. 


Chiropractic  care  is  preventative  maintenance. 

Its  an  internal,  natural,  approach  to  ensuring  that  your 
body  can  perform  at  its  best  without  harmful  drugs  or 
dietary  restrictions.  The  primary  focus  of  chiropractors  is 
alignment  of  the  spinal  column  and  restoration  of  healthy 
nerves  and  muscles  relating  to  the  spine.  And  its  the 
largest  drug-free  healing  profession  in  the  country. 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CHIROPRACTORS 

Health  Care  for  the  90s 

2535  Mission  Street  • 415-826-1000 
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MOVING  SWIFTLY 
AND  DECISIVELY: 
MY  FIRST 
SIX  WEEKS 
IN  OFFICE 


by  Willie  L.  Brown  Jr. 


X he  most  exciting  thing  about  my 
first  six  weeks  in  office  has  been  the  over- 
whelming sense  of  optimism  and  en- 
thusiasm that  seems  to  have  overtaken 
this  city  since  I took  office  on  January  8. 


Everywhere  I go,  I encounter  San 
Franciscans  who  are  interested  in  solving 
the  Citys  problems,  who  are  energetic  in 
their  endeavors  to  make  the  City  a better 
place,  and  who  are  hopeful  that,  together, 
we  can  make  it  happen. 


There  appears  to  be  a renewed  com- 
mitment to  getting  things  done,  a citywide 
can-do  attitude,  bustling  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco breeze.  This  spirit  of  cooperation 
and  activism  has  transcended  my  own 
election  to  the  office  of  Mayor,  and  has 
permeated  the  everyday  lives  of  people  on 
the  street,  in  their  jobs,  at  their  schools 
and  in  their  homes. 


For  my  part,  I intend  to  foster  that 
can-do  spirit,  and  to  live  up  to  the  central 
promise  I made  on  the  campaign  trail  - 
that  I would  be  an  energetic  public  ser- 
vant, someone  who  would  get  things  done, 
and  that  I would  address  a number  of 
critical  issues  immediately. 

Since  taking  office,  I have  moved 


quickly  to  improve  our  Municipal  Railway 
system,  to  convene  a San  Francisco 
Economic  Summit,  to  stabilize  our  public 
housing  crisis  and  to  fill  city  government 
with  a collection  of  San  Franciscans  who 
reflect  the  Citys  diversity  as  well  as  its  best 
interests. 

Since  Muni  if  one  of  the  first  priorities 
on  virtually  everybodys  agenda.  Id  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  discuss  some  of 
the  actions  Ive  take  to  improve  service  in 
that  area. 

On  Jan.  23, 1 directed  the  San  Francis- 
co Police  Department,  working  with  Muni 
officials,  to  begin  what  is  called  the  Bus 
Inspection  Program  (BIP).  Since  that 
time,  law  enforcement  officers  have  be- 
come a permanent  fixture  on  Muni  buses, 
increasing  the  visibility  of  police  in  our 
public  transit  system.  BIP  is  designed  to 
make  both  passengers  and  drivers  feel 
safer. 

What  BIP  does,  essentially,  is  call  on 
every  beat  patrol  officer  in  the  City  to 
board  a Muni  bus  at  least  twice  during  his 
or  her  shift.  BIP  pumps  1,000  officers  into 
the  transit  system  daily  and  creates  a 
situation  where  Muni  buses  become  a 
natural  extension  of  every  officers  regular 


beat.  By  all  accounts,  BIP  has  been  a huge 
success. 

As  for  the  upkeep  of  the  buses,  I have 
instituted  a 24-hour  maintenance 
schedule  that  has  dramatically  increased 
the  number  of  Muni  vehicles  operating  on 
our  streets  each  day  and  has  helped  keep 
those  vehicles  from  breaking  down  on  the 
road. 

I have  called  for  a drivers  summit  on 
March  2,  where  I will  meet  with  as  many 
Muni  operators  as  possible  to  discuss  is- 
sues of  concern  to  them  as  well  as  to  the 
public  at  large.  At  that  summit,  I will 
place  an  emphasis  on  driver  courtesy  and 
helpfulness,  and  will  unveil  a Driver  of  the 
Month  program  that  will  serve  as  a model 
for  the  nation. 

I will  continue  to  offer  and  encourage 
innovative  ideas  for  our  public  transit  sys- 
tem - whether  its  putting  young  hall 
monitors  on  Munis  most  troubled  lines  or 
specialized  shuttle  service  for  our  quietest 
ones.  I will  push  the  Citys  transportation 
officials  to  explore  these  ideas,  come  up 
with  new  ones,  determine  which  ideas  are 
viable  and  implement  those  with  the 
greatest  speed  and  efficiency. 


Jonathan  Hoare  Mark  Huckabay 

PVtotosrApliM 

415.437.2701 

417  fourteenth  street  san  francisco  California  94103 


* studio/location,  events,  portraits,  artwork,  products,  ideas* 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 


deserve  the  best? 

• Cognitive  Skill  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 

Multicultural  Population 
• Family  Involvement 
• Affordable  Tuition 

This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap. 


YES  ON  A 

THE  MOSCONE  CENTER 


Create  2000  Jobs  and 
Strengthen  Our  Economy  — 
Without  Raising  Your  Taxes! 

JOIN  THE  FOLLOWING  IN  THEIR  SUPPORT  OF  PROPOSITION  A 


Mayor  Willie  l Brown  Jr.. 

Honorary  Campaign  Chair 
U S.  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
U S.  Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 
U S.  Congressman  Tom  Lantos 
State  Senator  Milton  Marks 
State  Assemblyman  John  Burton 
Kevin  Shelley,  President, 

S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors 
Supervisor  Angela  Alioto 
Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano 
Supervisor  Sue  Bierman 
Supervisor  Tom  Hsieh 
Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman 
Supervisor  Willie  B Kennedy 
Supervisor  Susan  Leal 
Supervisor  Carole  Migden 
Supervisor  Mabel  Teng 
Supervisor  Michael  Yaki 
District  Attorney  Terence  Hallinan 
Treasurer  Mary  Callanan 
Assessor  Doris  M Ward 
Chief  Administrative  Officer  Bill  Lee 


Reverend  Cecil  Williams 
Former  Mayor  Frank  Jordan 
Former  Mayor  Art  Agnos 
Former  Mayor  Joseph  Alioto 
Former  Mayor  George  Christopher 
Former  District  Attorney  Arlo  Smith 
Former  Supervisor  Roberta  Achtenberg 
Former  Supervisor  Bill  Maher 
S.F  Labor  Council 
S.F  Democratic  Party 
S.F.  Republican  Party 
S.F  Chamber  of  Commerce 
S.F  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureou 
Hotel  Council  of  S.F 
S.F.  Planning  & Urban  Research  Assn. 
S.F.  Council  of  District  Merchants 
Golden  Gate  Restaurant  Assn 
National  Women's  Political  Caucus 
Alice  B.  Toklas  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Democratic  Club 

Harvey  Milk  Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual 
Democratic  Club 
San  Francisco  Chronicle 


AND  THOUSANDS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCANS  WHO  SUPPORT  A STRONGER  ECONOMY 


Paid  lor  by  Son  Franciscan 5 lor  Proposition  A • 10 H 960 1 13 


NOCTURNAL 

EVENTS 

by  Hank  Hyena 


The  First  Condiment 

Mission  resident  Kirk  Mustard 
launches  his  "Mustard  for  President"  cam- 
paign next  month  with  a three-weekend 
stint  at  Shotwell  Studios  called  "Mustard 
On  America." 

Although  he  was  recently  defeated  in 
his  "Mustard  for  Mayor"  campaign,  the 
dark  horse  remains  undaunted.  "I’m 
relieved,"  he  says,  "you  don’t  even  get  a 
place  to  live  if  you’re  elected  Mayor.  This 
way,  I’m  still  available  for  the  White 
House." 

Mr.  Mustard  was  raised  in  Kansas, 
which  he  claims  is  accurately  portrayed  in 
The  Wizard  of  Oz.  "It  really  is  black-and- 
white,  he  says.  No  color  at  all!"  The  son 
of  wheat  farmers,  he  informed  me  that 
bleached  flour  is  exactly  that:  bleached, 
with  bleach.  "That’s  why  everyone  from 
Kansas  seems  sedated:  bleach,  plus  wheat 
pesticides,  chemical  fertilizers..." 

After  college,  he  moved  to  Los  An- 
geles, where  he  wrote  satirical  essays  for 
the  LA  Weekly  and  instituted  "Save  The 
Smog  Day."  He  left  eventually  because 
"the  overwhelming  sound  of  leaf-blowers 
and  edgers  was  driving  me  crazy." 

Why  is  he  running  for  President?  "I’ve 
got  to  say  the  things  about  America  that 
other  people  aren’t  saying."  Like  what? 
"Computers  are  a plot  by  nerds  to  take 
over  the  world...  It’s  their  revenge  because 
they  don’t  get  as  much  attention  as  sports 
stars." 

What  are  your  ideas  on  law  and  order? 
"No  strikes,  you’re  out!  Arrest  people 


PHOTOGRAPHER 
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Joe  Hakim 

415/285-4849 


10AM  - 6PM 
MONDAY  - SATURDAY 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

FURNISHINGS  & ANTIQUES 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 


861-7300 


WE  BUY  & SELL  EVERYTHING 
FOR  HOME  AND  OFFICE 
OLD  & LIKE  NEW  & ANTIQUE 

MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 


before  they  commit  crimes!  Using 
genetics  and  demographics,  we’ll  incar- 
cerate infants  who  are  likely  to  grow  up 
and  become  criminals." 

Foreign  Policy?  "I  guarantee  war. 
We’ll  get  permission  from  small  countries 
to  invade  them.  And,  we’ll  have  someone 
invade  us!  That’ll  give  the  survivalists 
something  to  do! 

Election  Reform?  "I  want  ’Democra- 
TV.’  Only  39%  of  the  population  votes, 
and  99%  watches  TV,  so  all  issues  will  be 
decided  by  charting  how  many  people 
watch  a particular  show." 

What’s  wrong  with  America?  "People 
feel  closer  to  Columbo  than  they  do  to 
their  next  door  neighbor.  And  the  Federal 
Deficit?  "I  want  to  begin  a $75  billion 
study  to  find  out  what’s  causing  it!" 

Mustard’s  campaign  slogan  is  "HE 
NEEDS  A JOB.  HE  WANTS  THE 
POWER."  To  learn  more  about  his  views, 
see  him  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  March 
8 - 23  at  8p.m.  at  Shotwell  Studios,  3252 
19th  Street.  Enjoy  Mustard,  with  relish! 
For  reservations,  call  695-1939. 

C,  The  Doctor 

If  your  evenings  were  like  mine  last 
month,  you  spent  all  of  your  time  cough- 
ing, sneezing,  and  retching  green  mucus- 
pus  out  of  your  throat,  wondering 
desperately  what  kind  of  medicine  to  use. 
I tried  to  kill  my  bronchitis  with  everything 
from  Chinese  fossil  pills  to  oatmeal 
enemas. 

One  thing  I didn’t  try,  though,  was  a 
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Nocturnal  Notable  of  the  Month  Kirk  Mustard 


new  product  from  the  recendy  demised 
Dr.  Linus  Pauling,  the  two-time  Nobel 
Prize  winner  who  discovered  the 
miraculous  powers  of  Vitamin  C.  His  sur- 
viving family,  with  Irwin  Naturals,  is  now 
marketing  the  deceased  physician’s  secret 
vitamin  recipes.  I can’t  tell  you  all  the 
ingredients,  but  they  do  include  extracts 
of  grapeseed,  French  maritime  pine  tree, 
and  oyster  shell. 

Pauling’s  pills  are  reasonably  priced. 
To  locate  them,  call  1-800-286-9494. 

Playing  Late 

Since  we’re  talking  about  medicine, 
have  you  seen  Intersection  for  the  Arts1 
new  play,  Blue  Morphine , yet?  Written  by 
local  playwright  David  Weber  and 
produced  by  Talespinners  Theater,  the 
one-hour,  hard-bitten,  drugged-out, 
teenage  runaway  musical  romance  closes 
March  9th  at  11p.m. 

Eleven  o’clock?  Hey,  great  idea! 
Talespinners  hopes  that  their  upcoming 
"Late  Date"  series  will  become  an  exciting 
entertainment  option  for  heart-of-the- 
Mission  action-seekers.  The  show  costs 
$7-$10.  For  information  and  reservations, 
call  431-2221. 

Hopping  On  Valencia 

Another  theater  is  opening  up  on 
Valencia  Street,  adding  to  the  long  list 
that  already  includes  Intersection  for  the 


Arts,  The  Marsh,  Artists’  Cafe,  Artists 
Television  Access,  New  College, 
Epicenter,  etc.  The  whimsically-titled 
Grasshopper  Palace  has  recently  made  its 
home  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Fog  Build- 
ing, 333  Valencia. 

Why  grasshoppers?  What’s  next?  A 
Temple  of  the  Praying  Mantis?  Currently 
under  construction,  the  insectoid  arena 
will  have  35  seats,  background  chirping, 
and  free  locusts  to  eat  (a  Thai  delicacy!). 

The  theater  space  is  designed  primari- 
ly for  solo  performers  and  workshops.  A 
school  of  performing  arts  will  offer  classes 
there;  instructors  are  needed!  If  you  can 
teach  playwriting,  acting,  directing, 
screenwriting,  mask-making,  yoga(?),  or 
any  other  theater-related  topic,  contact 
the  head  grasshopper  at  703-0591. 

Arf,  Arf! 

I hope  you  haven’t  missed  this!  On 
March  2nd  the  SPCA  Education  Annex  at 
243  Alabama  will  celebrate  "Canine  Com- 
mencement" for  the  Hearing  Dog  class  of 
Winter  ’96.  The  scholastic  pooches 
receive  "dog-eared"  diplomas  after 
months  of  hard  work,  another  "sound"  in- 
vestment by  your  local  SPCA,  who  res- 
cued the  geniuses  from  animal  shelters  all 
over  the  Bay  Area.  I’m  gonna  list  their 
names  because  I’m  so  proud  of  them: 
Taylor!  Gizmo!  Tulip!  Holly!  Nim! 
Tornado!  Pinto!  Ash!  Buzz!  Archie! 
Royal! 
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Distinctive  Pan-Arabian  Cuisine  ^ 

Belly  Dancing  Nightly 

590  Valencia  St.  S.F.  CA  941 1 0 • 41 5-621  -621 3 


TAO  YIN 

Chinese  Restaurant 

• Open  7 Days 

• Visa/MasterCard 

• No  M.S.G. 

Minimum  order  for  delivery  $7.00 

HOURS  Sunday  thru  Thursday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  to  9:30  P.M. 

OPEN:  Friday  thru  Saturday : It  :00  A.M.  - 1 0.00  PM. 


3515  20th  Street  (Between  Mission  & Valencia) 

Sqn  Francisco,  CA  941  lO 


■■■■■■■■■■■«■■■■■■■■■■■■! 

■ $4.00  OFF  j $2.00  OFF 

I With  $25.00  or  more  puchase  ■ With  $1 5.00  or  more  puchase  I 
I (Dine  in,  take-out,  or  delivery)  (Dine  in,  take-out,  or  delivery)  I 


Free  Delivery 
Tel:  285-4926 
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Art  From  The  Heart 


by  Stephanie  Block 

I found  gregarious  Clifton  E.  Cox  in 
the  midst  of  his  pink  artist’s  apartment. 
He  was  all  eyes  — they  were  wider,  more 
brown,  and  even  more  friendly,  magnified 
as  they  were  by  his  thick  glasses,  than  I had 
remembered.  Marilyn  Monroe  was  all 
eyes  too,  focusing  her  attention  on  her 
housemate’s  easel  across  the  room.  On  it 
sat  a large,  whimsical  painting  in  progress 
that  portrayed  a South  Van  Ness  street 
scene,  the  store  front  signs  not  yet  filled 
in. 

This  painting,  which  is  now  complete 
and  hangs  in  the  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
feels  like  a celebration,  a word  that  came 
up  again  and  again  during  my  conversa- 
tion with  Cox.  The  artist’s  style  is  thick 
with  color:  tropical  pinks  and  greens  push 
out  and  fill  his  figures.  Looping  red  ink 
advertises  apples  in  a corner  window  like 
gift  wrapping. 

Both  color  and  joy  filled  the  Mission 
painter’s  living  room  during  our  sunny 
afternoon  interview,  which  is  not  unusual 
until  you  consider  the  circumstances.  The 
gift  wrapping  on  the  storefront  echoes  the 
subtle  AIDS  ribbon  pinned  to  a mans 
shirt. 

This  essential  quality  pulls  joy  and 
celebration  into  Coxs  art.  Art  has  always 


been  one  ot  the  only  places  where  people 
and  their  fears  could  tentatively  meet; 
art’s  ability  to  face  and  to  heal  was  what 
inspired  Cox  to  go  one  step  further  with 
the  people  he  met  at  a Shanti  drawing 
class:  He  helped  found  and  is  now  the 
executive  director  of  Art  From  the  Heart 
Heals  (AFHH),  a group  of  HTV  positive 
and  AIDS-diagnosed  men  and  women. 
AFHH  currently  has  an  exhibit  showing 
at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center. 

Where  Cox  finds  inspiration  for  his 
paintings  is  not  in  the  streets  themselves, 
but  in  the  new  way  that  he  sees  them  after 
returning  to  art  for  therapy.  He  and  the 
other  AFHH  artists,  who  are  HIV  posi- 
tive and/or  diagnosed  with  AIDS,  use  art 
to  heal  and  to  take  an  active  role  in  the 
community.  For  them,  creating  art  is  an 
emotional,  therapeutic,  and  empowering 
process. 

For  many  of  the  artists  with  works  on 
exhibit,  art  is  not  their  primary  profession; 
rather,  it  is  something  they  turned  to  after 
being  on  Disability.  Cox  will  be  the  first  to 
tell  you  that  not  working  can  take  its  toll. 
Left  with  nothing  to  fill  the  days,  Cox  told 
me  that  he  felt  disabled. 

But  the  stereotype  of  HIV  posi- 
tive/AIDS-diagnosed  people  - that  they 
are  useless,  ill,  and  incapable  of  function- 
ing - is  something  that  Cox  seriously 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Headshots  for  Actors 

• Passport  Photos  $9.95 

• Color  and  Black  and  White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 Movies 
onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 


wants  to  remedy.  A more  accurate  image 
that  he  wants  his  group  to  convey  is  that 
such  people  are  anything  but  unproduc- 
tive. AFHH  believes  that  art  not  only 
enables  a person  to  learn  about  himself  or 
herself,  but  it  also  enables  whole  audien- 
ces to  learn  about  other  people.  To  enable 
the  public  to  relate  to  something  as  fun- 
damental as  a picture  re-hum anizes  any 
issue. 

As  Cox  explained,  "we  are  a loving 
group  of  people  who  want  to  contribute." 
That  is  what  the  AFHH  art  exhibit  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  is  all  about: 
bringing  the  powerful  and  hopeful  ex- 
periences of  15  HTV  positive/ AIDS-diag- 
nosed  men  and  women  to  the  community. 
Their  45  paintings,  drawings,  watercolors, 
and  photographs  reflect  the  ways  art  can 
give  life  as  well  as  portray  it 

AFHH  is  testament  to  the  fact  that 
AIDS  is  a community-wide  concern.  It 
consists  of  people  from  all  walks  of  life, 
races,  cultures,  and  sexual  orientations. 
AFHH  has  met  with  an  equally  wide- 
ranging  response  from  the  community. 
Their  supporters  include  not  only  Shanti 
but  also  Art  Outreach,  Continuum,  the 
HIV  services  of  Waldenhouse  Plaintree, 
and  Angela  Alioto,  who  will  appear  at  the 
March  10  opening  reception. 

A gallery  adjacent  to  the  AFHH  space 
will  feature  works  by  artists  from  Visual 
Aid  who  have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
or  who  are  HIV  positive.  That  the  Mission 
is  honoring  people  living  with  HTV  and 
AIDS  is  especially  important  to  Cox  and 
his  group  because  it  fits  in  with  Cox’s 
vision  of  community  members  working 
together. 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  10-month-old  group’s  first 
major  venue.  In  addition  to  two  install- 


ments at  Shanti,  the  group’s  works  recent- 
ly decorated  the  walls  of  ex-Mayor 
Jordan’s  office,  who  recommended  the 
group  to  the  Cultural  Center. 

AFHH  also  received  an  invitation 
from  the  Veteran’s  Hospital  to  help 
celebrate  the  opening  of  their  infectious 
disease  clinic.  And  last  Thanksgiving,  they 
joined  over  a thousand  others  at  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  AIDS  Banquet  held  at 
the  Westin  St.  Francis  Hotel.  With  such 
a promising  start,  what  does  the  future 
look  like  for  this  dynamic  group?  New 
interests  and  old  friends  promise  to  bring 
the  AFHH  message  to  outlying  areas  like 
Petaluma  and  Pacifica.  When  I asked  Cox 
what  his  long-term  goals  for  the  group 
were,  he  said  he  envisioned  an  AFHH 
gallery  space  and  studio  where  artists  can 
both  work  and  exhibit. 

I went  to  visit  Cox  a few  days  later  to 
see  the  show go  up  at  the  Center,  and  I was 
surprised  at  the  range  of  styles  I found 
there.  Saints  with  golden  halos  gave 
serene  nods  of  approval  to  two  artists 
standing  on  chairs  and  holding  hammer* 
trying  to  decide  whether  a painting  was 
hanging  straight  or  not. 

Some  of  the  paintings  were  bordered 
with  colorful  shapes  that  looked  like 
strange  paisley  plants  or  star  clusters; 
these,  I learned,  were  depictions  of  AIDS. 
Similar  shapes  appear  in  other  painring* 
in  mountains  and  outdoor  scenery.  Cox 
and  the  other  artists  have  succeeded  in 
reimagining  the  disease’s  territory  to  see 
something  new. 

AFHH’s  exhibit  at  the  Mission  Cul- 
tural Arts  Center  (2868  Mission  Street,  at 
25th)  runs  through  March  23.  All  works 
are  for  sale.  One  third  of  the  exhibit’s 
proceeds  will  go  to  the  Cultural  Center. 


A MESSAGE  FROM 
RAINBOW  GROCERY 


Dear  Mission  Neighbors 

We  at  Rainbow  Grocery  Co-op  Inc. 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
make  an  announcement  concerning  our 
future  in  the  Mission  community.  As  you 
may  have  heard.  Rainbow  first  opened  its 
doors  in  1975  and  incorporated  in  1976. 
Our  original  locale  was  on  16th  Street 
between  Valencia  and  Guererro  Streets, 
right  in  the  heart  of  the  Mission.  Ten 
years  later  we  moved  to  Mission  Street. 

Then  as  now,  Rainbow  enjoys  a unique 
place  in  the  Bay  Areas  health  food 
market.  By  offering  the  largest  bulk  food 
and  organic  produce  sections  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, over  300  products  in  the  bulk  herb 
and  spice  sections  and  best  quality  and 
low  prices  overall.  Rainbow  has  set  itself 
apart  and  far  ahead  of  its  competition. 

Rainbow  also  offers  a complete  line  of 
bath  and  body  products  as  well  as  a wide 
variety  of  vitamins  and  supplements  and 
an  extensive  book  and  magazine  section 
to  help  customers  better  understand  and 
utilize  the  products  we  sell. 

Rainbow  carries  top  quality  dairy 
products,  including  many  kinds  of  yogurt, 
free-range  eggs,  organic  milk  and  a large 
variety  of  hand  packed  cheeses.  Our 
frozen  food  section  offers  easy  to  prepare, 
healthy  alternatives  to  accommodate 
todays  busy  lifestyles. 

One  outstanding  feature  of  Rainbow 
Grocery  and  one  that  we  are  all  very 
proud  of,  is  our  level  of  commitment  to  the 


community.  Through  contributions  of 
food,  money  and  services  R.G.CJ.  sup- 
ports over  400  community  based  or- 
ganizations. Since  its  inception  Rainbow 
has  made  it  a point  to  reach  out  to  the 
community.  As  a result  we  have  enjoyed 
much  growth  and  success  over  the  past  20 
years. 

R.G.C.I.  serves  approximately 450,000 
customers  each  year.  They  come  from  all 
walks  of  life,  and  from  all  cultural  and 
ethnic  backgrounds.  They  are  the  actual 
rainbow  that  makes  up  our  store. 

Now  R.G.C.I.  is  entering  a new  era. 
With  the  help  and  support  of  our  cus- 
tomers and  friends  in  the  Mission  and 
throughout  the  Bay  Area,  we  will  be  ex- 
panding and  moving  our  business  to  1745 
Folsom  Street  Our  new  location  is  the 
former  site  of  St.  Vincent  De  PauL  The 
new  store  will  be  approximately  three 
times  the  size  of  our  present  store  with 
ample  customer  parking,  plenty  of  aisle 
space  and  more  check-out  counters. 

We  want  to  invite  all  our  friends,  cus- 
tomers and  neighbors  to  come  and  par- 
ticipate in  launching  the  new  Rainbow 
Grocery  Co-op.  We  will  always  maintain 
that  comfortable  and  familiar  ambiance 
that  has  been  Rainbow’s  trademark  over 
the  years.  The  new  Rainbow  will  be  a 
beautifully  designed,  well  lit  space  reflect- 
ing our  clientele  and  the  community  we 
serve.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
there. 

Thank  you  for  your  support 

Rainbow  Grocery  Co-op  Inc. 
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by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

(xirlfriend-at-the-time  and  I walk 
down  Valencia  to  19th  Street  and  pass  a 
couple  of  cholos  trying  to  push  start  a 
Thunderbird.  This  is  flat  ground,  heavy 
car,  one  guy  steering,  one  guy  pushing;  it’s 
not  working,  the  car  isn’t  budging.  We 
pass  by  the  guys-with-cool-car,  continue  a 
few  steps,  then  look  at  each  other  with  that 
this-is-a-be-kind-to-our-neighbors-mo- 
ment  look  in  our  eyes.  We  turn  back,  offer 
our  help.  The  pushing  guy  is  somewhat 
surprised  by  our  offer  because  he  has 
quickly  scanned  us  and  realizes  he’s  alone 
with  two  lesbians;  he  lets  us  help. 

There  we  are:  two  cholos,  two  lesbians 
being  kind  with  each  other.  It  works:  the 
engine  starts,  we’re  profusely  thanked; 
they’re  off  to  cruise  the  Mission  streets 
looking  way  too  cool.  I still  wonder  if  they 
ever  let  it  be  known  that  two  lesbians 
helped  them  that  night. 

I’m  crossing  the  street  on  Valencia 
near  26th.  A man  standing  on  the  corner 
says  to  me:  I forgive  you.  I know  what  he 
means  since  he  was  staring  at  my  hand 
holding  the  hand  of  my  girlfriend-at-the- 
time.  I want  to  play  with  him  a little;  I say, 
For  what?  He  evangelizes  with  a posture 
of  false  holiness,  Jesus  forgives  you  for 
being  that  way. 

He  probably  invokes  the  name  of 
Jesus  because  he  thinks  that  way  is  the 
utterance  of  an  obscenity;  he  wants  to 
cover  himself  so  he  doesn’t  go  to  hell.  I 
look  at  him  square  on  invoking  all  my 
gyn-ergy  to  say  in  a flat,  even  tone,  I do 
not  need  to  be  forgiven.  I wonder  if  Jesus 
is  in  heaven,  slapping  his  hand  to  his 
forehead:  There  they  go  invoking  my 
name  again  - and  they’re  still  misquoting 


me  out  of  context. 

Bibles  are  meant  to  be  read,  not 
thumped.  Jesus  would  not  have  offered 
forgiveness  for  loving.  His  entire  work  is 
about  loving.  Not  one  thing  he  ever  said 
implies  or  states  that  there  are  any  excep- 
tions, amendments,  or  qualifiers;  loving  is 
not  a sin.  Sexual  expression  isn’t  even  a sin 
unless  it’s  done  without  respect,  integrity, 
or  consent. 

I am  not  ashamed,  and  I don’t  need  to 
be  forgiven  for  my  loving  as  expressed 
through  my  sexuality.  I am  not  ashamed 
that  I love  women.  I love  women  as  deeply, 
richly,  wholly  as  I can.  I enjoy  the  company 
and  companionship  of  women.  I am 
sexual  with  women  with  their  consent, 
with  respect  for  who  they  are,  with  in- 
tegrity of  purpose.  For  me,  being  a lesbian 
is  about  loving  a woman,  loving  the 
feminine. 

I make  sacrifices  to  be  a lesbian.  I 
know  that  my  sweet  stroll  along  any  street 
in  this  city  could  be  ruined  by  a gay  basher, 
an  evangelical,  or  some  squeaky  clean 
person  from  Concord.  I know  there  are 
people  who  would  deny  me  a job,  housing, 
even  my  life,  because  I am  a lesbian.  I 
know  there  are  kids  in  the  back  of  the  bus 
who  call  each  other  faggot  as  an  ad- 
monishment for  non-herd  behavior. 
Every  time  they  use  the  word  in  such  a 
context,  it’s  a thump  on  my  heart,  not  my 
genitalia. 

In  a patriarchy  that  promotes 
misogyny,  it’s  unfavorable  to  love  women 
or  the  feminine.  In  a civilization  that 
thrives  on  testosterone,  it’s  unfavorable  to 
love  femininity  in  men  because  it’s 
womanly.  As  a lesbian,  I don’t  revere  men 
or  the  masculine  just  because  this  is  a 
patriarchy.  I don’t  hate  women  or  myself 
as  a woman  because  this  is  a patriarchy 
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and  the  masculine  rules.  I don’t  at  all 
respect  the  hateful,  judgmental,  posses- 
sive ways,  opinions,  and  actions  promoted 
by  the  patriarchy. 

My  whole  life  is  dangerous  to  the 
patriarchy,  which  is  why  anything,  includ- 
ing my  lesbianism,  is  used  against  me  to 
keep  me  afraid,  quiet,  compliant.  When  I 
sin,  it’s  against  the  patriarchy  as  estab- 
lished by  Moses.  When  I love,  it’s  within  a 
spirituality  as  revolutionized  by  Jesus. 


In  the  Bible  there’s  a story  of  two 
women  named  Naomi  and  Ruth.  Ruth 
vows  to  Naomi:  entreat  me  not  to  leave 
you  / and  to  turn  back  from  following  you; 
/ whither  you  go,  / there  will  I go;  / 
wherever  you  stay,  / there  will  I stay;  / your 
people  shall  be  my  people,  / and  your  god 
shall  be  my  god;  / wherever  you  die,  / there 
will  I die,  / and  beside  you  will  I be  buried. 

I am  their  daughter;  I am  a lesbian;  I 
do  not  need  to  be  forgiven. 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


A Melancholy 
Mode 

One  common  misconception  is 
that  "world  music"  is  all  happy,  uptempo 
dance  music;  indeed,  most  music  that  is 
marketed  under  the  banner  of  "world 
beat"  is  precisely  that.  But  most  countries 
in  the  African-Latin-Caribbean  world 
have  music  that  is  also  contemplative  and 
somber.  One  artist  whose  main  mode 
must  be  described  as  melancholy  is 
Cesaria  Evora,  from  Cabo  Verde,  who 
achieved  a surprising  level  of  popularity 
this  past  year  with  her  first  domestic 
release  and  a brief  tour  that  included  two 
sold  out  shows  at  Great  American  Music 
Hall.  In  fact,  her  appeal  was  obvious. 
When  she  was  finally  produced  without 
the  drum  machines  endemic  to  French 
world  music,  she  generated  mass  interest. 

Evora’s  style  owes  some  debt  to  the 
Portuguese  fado,  a guitar/string/vocal  ex- 
pression that  can  only  be  described  as 
melancholy.  Perhaps  the  most  famous 
fado  singer  is  Amalia  Rodrigues,  whose 
unmistakable  voice  evokes  a sublime  sad- 
ness. Another  amazing  voice  from  the 
Lusofone  (Portuguese-speaking)  world  is 
Bonga,  whose  strained,  gravelly  voice 
contains  a melancholy  that  is  almost  pal- 
pable; check  out  some  of  his  older  music 
collected  on  a CD  simply  titled  Angola. 

Heading  up  into  Central  Africa  we 
find  the  people  who  live  in  what  remains 
of  the  rain  forest  there,  the  pygmies.  Their 
unique  polyphonic  vocal  style  has 
entranced  the  ethnomusicologist,  the 
techno-house  audience,  and  the  "world 
music"  fan.  The  amazing  female  acappella 
group  Zap  Mama  uses  this  vocal  techni- 


que as  part  of  their  popular  repertoire; 
they  had  the  entire  audience  at  their  show 
at  Great  America  several  years  ago  sing- 
ing a chant  to  the  pygmy  god  of  peace, 
Zambea. 

There  are  several  excellent  field 
recordings  of  pygmies,  including  Heart  of 
the  Forest , Gabon:  Musiques  des  Pygmees 
Bibayak , Aka  Pygmy  Music,  and  Mbuti 
Pygmies  of  the  Ituri  Rainforest.  Their 
voices  were  also  successfully  exploited  by 
the  French  techno  group  Deep  Forest . 

The  melancholy  soul  of  Argentina 
gave  rise  to  the  country's  unique  musical 
contribution  to  the  world:  Tango.  A 
serious,  somber  affair  to  the  enthusiast, 
this  musical  style  carries  such  brooding 
intensity  that  it  cannot  be  taken  casually. 
The  creator  of  modern  tango  who  brought 
this  music  to  the  classical  stages  of  Europe 
and  America  was  Astor  Piazzolla.  Ap- 
parently, the  tango  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  musical  and  dance  styles  in  the 
Nordic  countries,  where  melancholy 
moods  prevail,  especially  during  the  long 
dark  winters.  All  the  Piazzolla  records  on 
the  American  Clave  label  are  superbly 
recorded;  check  out  the  classic  Tango: 
Zero  Hour,  or  The  Rough  Dancer  and  the 
Cyclical  Night,  or  the  live  recording  on 
Messidor,  The  Vienna  Concert. 

On  the  Latin  side,  amazing  vocalists 
such  as  Mercedes  Sosa  of  Argentina  and 
Emma  Junaro  of  Bolivia  sing  serious  and 
often  sad  songs  that  touch  the  heart  of 
many  Latinos.  The  entire  new  song  move- 
ment (i nueva  trova  or  nueva  cancion)  that 
swept  Latin  America  in  the  ’70s  and  '80s 
contains  many  strains  of  somber  reflec- 
tion and  a hope  that  has  arisen  from  a sad 
history.  Two  of  the  most  recognized  and 
admired  figures  in  this  movement  are  Sil- 
vio Rodriguez  and  Pablo  Milanes,  from 
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the  island  that  had  a serious  revolution, 
Cuba. 

From  the  musically  rich  soil  of  Cuba 
come  many  amazing  voices  and  differing 
textures.  Check  out  the  sadjeaming  voice 
of  Guillermo  Porta  bales  as  he  sings  the 
son  lament,  "Cuando  Sali  de 
Cuba"(" When  I left  Cuba")  on  a CD  en- 
titled, 16  Exitos.  One  of  Cuba’s  most 
popular  singers  of  slower  ballads  or 
boleros  and  cabaret-style  material  is 
Elena  Burke.  She  has  recorded  many 
records  over  the  past  40  years,  but  her 
recent  CD,  Canto  Lo  Sentimental,  is  an 
exquisite  mixture  of  bossa  nova  and 
bolero.  Perhaps  the  single  most  loved  and 
famous  singer  in  Latin  American  history 
was  the  one  and  only  Beny  More.  There 


are  many  CDs  out  now  of  his  recordings. 
Check  out  one  of  the  bolero/romantico 
collections;  they  are  guaranteed  to  pull  at 
your  heart  strings. 

From  Brazil,  the  cool  jazz  style  of 
bossa  nova  can  tend  toward  the  sad  side 
of  the  minor  chord.  But  for  me,  the  sub- 
lime voice  of  Gal  Costa  singing  "Vatapa" 
from  her  India  record  is  the  most  seduc- 
tive sound  that  melancholy  can  havejf  you 
wish  to  enhance  a depressive  mood  or 
embrace  your  melancholy  wholehearted- 
ly, you  might  want  to  pursue  some  of  the 
suggestions  I’ve  made  here.  Winter  blues 
cannot  really  be  too  serious  a 
phenomenon  in  our  ever-so-temperate 
city,  so  you  might  as  well  make  the  most 
of  it. 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  every  da y II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 


SAN  FRANCISCO  COMIC  BOOKC0, 

AT  5 33  5 23  nd  b«rwUN  MISSION -r  BAR  LITE 


our  HUG€  SHOWROOM  lor  Ihe  larged 
•etecfloo  of  Btcyclw.  Part*  A AcoMMitasti  ST 


BICYCLES  BY 

SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

MMSHMKM 


TREKusa 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


WUfNCiA  crciifiv  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io-4  Sunday 
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It’s  Pat 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

In  my  column  for  last  month’s  edi- 
tion of  this  paper,  I sank  to  what  my 
beautiful  girlfriend  described  as  "the 
lowest  form  of  humor":  fart  jokes. 

"Guess  that  makes  me  the  lowest  form 
of  humorist,"  I said. 

She  rolled  her  eyes.  Poor  dear.. .how 
was  she  to  know  that  THIS  month  I would 
sink  even  lower?  How  could  she  have 
guessed  that  Destiny  would  bid  me  to 
declare  my  candidacy  for  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA?! 

Why  such  a drastic  move?  A cursory 
glance  at  the  other  candidates  should  suf- 
fice to  answer  that  question.  A more 
namby-pamby,  lily-livered,  mealy- 
mouthed  collection  of  fartknockers  would 
be  difficult  to  envisage. 

Take  Pat  Buchanan,  for  instance. 
There  he  was  traipsing  around  New 
Hampshire  like  a freaking  sissy,  talking 
about  NAFTA  this  and  GAT  that.. .dis- 
gusting! Not  only  was  he  blaspheming 
against  George  Bush’s  marvelous 
Republican  vision  of  global  corporate 
enslavement  — playing  right  into  the 
hands  of  the  Jerry  Brown  radicals,  no  less! 
— but  he  was  losing  sight  of  the  social  and 
cultural  agenda  which  has  made  him  such 
a beloved  national  figure.  I believe  Herr 
Buchanan  could  have  been  #1  in  the  polls 
from  Day  One  if  he’d  only  had  the  guts  to 
follow  his  political  instincts  and  run  on  the 
truly  populist  platform  which  his  favorite 
campaign  advisor  had  worked  so  hard  to 
help  him  craft.  (I’m  talking  about  Larry 
Pratt,  that  brave  advisor  who  was  forced 
to  quit  by  the  liberal  pansy  Press  because 
of  some  harmless  little  neo-Nazi  militia 
affiliations.)  I mean,  they  had  the  bumper 
stickers  all  printed  up  and  everything,  in 
glorious  red-white-and-blue:  "NUKE 

NEW  YORK!  NUKE  FRISCO!  VOTE 
FOR  PAT!" 

I can  see  them  now,  in  some  smoky 
back  room... 


"But  sir,  it’s  what  the  people  want!  At 
least  all  red-blooded  Americans. ..and 
let’s  face  it,  sir:  those  goddamned  liberals 
in  Jew  York  and  Fagtown  are  gonna  vote 
for  Clinton  anyhow." 

"You’re  right  as  usual,  Larry,  but 
doesn’t  that  put  us  in  kind  of  a Catch-22 
situation?  I won’t  have  my  finger  on  the 
button  until  after  the  election  — and  who’s 
to  say  we’ll  have  a nuke  to  spare  after 
we’re  done  with  Mexico  and  China?" 

"This  is  where  I earn  my  pay,  sir.  You 
see,  I’ve  got  some  friends  out  in  the  hinter- 
land who’ve  been  working  on  this  idea  for 
quite  some  time.  All  they  need  is  just 
another  smidgen  of  plutonium  and  a 
couple  of  G.E.  triggers,  and  BOOM!  - 
You’d  be  the  first  Presidential  candidate 
in  American  history  to  fulfill  a campaign 
promise  before  the  election’s  even  held!" 

"It  sounds  wonderful,  Larry,  but 
couldn’t  it  be  construed  as. ..well,  as  mass 
murder T 

"Murder,  schmurder!  Look  at  Colin 
Powell!  Even  the  Press  loved  Colin 
Powell  - not  a dry  eye  in  the  house  when 
he  announced  he  wasn’t  running  - and  he 
shared  responsibility  for  the  murder  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  Iraqi  civilians!  Mur- 
der is  a plus  in  this  profession,  sir.  Why 
do  you  think  Clinton  is  so  weak?  Because 
he  hasn't  killed  enough  wogsl  Oh,  sure, 
there  was  that  little  bombing  raid  on 
Baghdad  when  he  first  took  office  — 
couple  of  innocent  women  and  children 
blown  to  bits  to  teach  Sadaam  a lesson  — 
but  then,  before  those  bodies  are  even 
cold,  he  goes  ahead  and  shoots  himself  in 
the  foot  by  talking  about  fags  in  the 
military!  Sir,  the  wheels  of  American 
politics  are  not  greased  with  K-Y  jelly,  but 
with  the  blood  of  foreigners!" 

"It’s  awful  hard  to  argue  with  you 
there,  Larry,  because  I know  you’re 
right...but  what  about  George  Bush?  He 
was  a mass  murderer  too,  and  he  lost  to 
Clinton." 

"True,  but  only  because  the  blood  had 
dried  too  long  before  the  election. 


I FEATURING 
. HOMEMADE  PASTA 
HOMEMADE  BREAD 
FABULOUS  DAILY  SPECIALS 
HOUSE  SPECIALTY-  GNOCCHI 
NOW  SERVING  IN  OUR  PATIO 

I OPEN  11:30AM  - 11:30PM 

FRIDAY  & SATURDAY  11:30AM  - 12:30AM 
| OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  WEDNESDAY  - SUNDAY 


<20%  OFF  ANY  LUNCH  WITH  THIS  A Hi 

|_3182  mj^UflCLRRERO) (4l.'H_2,15-2«IJj 


Chi  Eh  T&ncuffpa 

Cochtaih  - Dantity 

Beto’s  Sound  D.J. 

Banda  & Cumbia 
Live  Music 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday 


SUNDAYS:  MONDAYS: 

CONTEST  OF  BANDA  CONTEST  OF  CUMBIA 

$$$  PRIZE  $$$  PRIZE 


No  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 

Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


Americans  have  a tendency  to  forget;  they 
want  fresh  blood.  That’s  why  I believe  a 
preemptive  strike  on  the  eve  of  the  elec- 
tion would  ensure  our  total  victory." 

If  only  Pat  had  listened,  I would  not  be 
forced  to  step  into  the  political  ring  and 
announce  my  candidacy  for  President. 
Having  studied  the  polls,  the  issues,  the 
other  candidates,  I have  come  to  the  ines- 
capable conclusion  that  the  American 


people  are  desperate  for  a candidate  who 
will  articulate  their  beliefs  and  concerns 
without  worrying  about  being  criticized  by 
pussies  --  someone  who  will  wave  Old 
Glory  without  apology  or  conscience,  and 
wage  a campaign  based  entirely  on  fear, 
ignorance,  bigotry,  and  genocide. 

Together,  as  a people,  let’s  see  just 
how  low  we  can  sink. 


QOality  Fast  Service 
at  Low.  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$1 71 95  ' 

Call  for  your  quote. 

Guaranteed 

3 yr., 20,000  miles  on  parts 

1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  * 
431-9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Mu«  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waraniy  details.  ‘Most  cars  ana  light  trucks.  “Metallic  pads 
extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  complete  the  repair  properly  Cast  may  be  substantial.  We  prc  vi-Je 
the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$379S* 

Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


$15 


95  -7.75 

for  cert. 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 
ours  by  S2.00 


FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
WHBSUVO  RJ<_I  SDONE_HER  E_ 

LUBE,  OIL€t  FILTER  "1 

c«a  C • Up  to  5 quarts 

* I 3 • Replace  Oil  Filter 

m ^ • Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 

1 


Smog  Stop 

41 99  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


TUNE  UP 

s^795 

J #4  cyl. 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 


CUSTOM 


LABOR.  BACKING.  WIRE,  AND  HOOKS 


934  VALENCIA 

ifTWN.  20TH  £.  21  ST  STS.) 


aetal  frame 

AC K AGE  DEAL 

SIZE 

14X28  J9.95 

16X20  34.95 

18X24  39.95 

22X28  46.95 

24X30  till 

24X36  llll 

30X40  69.95 

36X48  89.95 

^ _ . y ^ Li/M  IK  »T 


. _ — - a a k r 


FRAME 
WITH  A 
BUDGET 
IN  MIND 


WORK  AND  LIMITED  EDITIONS  B 

CALIXTO  ROBLES,  OTTO  ROMS 
and  tirso  araisa 


THE  BIGGEST 
SELECTIONOF 
READY-MADE 
FRAMES  IN  S.F 
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|EKPL@RE  C©CINA  MEXICANaI 

AT  OUR  MEXICAN  GRILLS  1 

ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER  I 
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864*8840 
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